RE  – Year 8 - Vocabulary List
Year 8 - RE – Autumn 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Atheism
	The absence of belief in the existence of a god or gods.
	‘Atheists do not believe in God. 

	Theism
	Belief in the existence of a god or gods.
	‘Theists believe in God.

	Agnostic
	A person who believes it is not possible to have certain knowledge about the existence of God.
	‘I am agnostic this means that I am not sure whether God exists.’

	Transcendent
	 The believe that God is greater or more important than or is above everything.
	‘God transcends both time and space.’

	Omniscient
	The belief that God is all-knowing.
	‘God is omniscient he knows when we are born and when we will die.’

	Omnipotent
	All powerful.
	‘God is omnipotent he created everything.

	Omnibenevolent
	God is all-loving.
	‘Omnibenevolent means that God loves everyone.’

	Immanent
	God is in all aspects of his creation.
	‘God is immanent, he is in the plants and the trees.’

	Eternal
	To live forever.
	‘God is eternal, he will never die.’

	Infinite
	Limitless or endless.
	‘God is infinite, he has no shape or form.’



Year 8 – RE  – Autumn 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Teleological Argument
	An argument for the existence of God based one evidence of order or design.
	‘The Teleological argument suggests that God had a plan for the universe.’

	Cosmological argument
	An argument for the existence of God based on the idea of causation.
	‘The Cosmological argument suggests that God was the first cause of the universe.’

	Dominion
	The duty given to humanity to control God’s creation.
	‘God gave Adam dominion over the Earth and all her life forms.’

	Stewardship
	The duty given to humanity to protect God’s creation.

	‘God told Adam to be a steward of his creation, he wanted Adam to care for his creation.

	Creationist

	Christians who believe that the universe was made by God.
	‘Creationists believe that God made the Earth in six days, resting on the seventh.’


	Theory

	A system of ideas intended to explain something.

	‘Big Bang Theory explains the creation of the universe.’


	Creator
	A person or thing which brings something into existence.
	‘God is the creator of the Earth.’

	Design
	A plan or proposal for an object.
	‘God designed the ecosystems.’

	Big Bang
	A scientific theory which explains the creation of the universe. 
	‘The Big Bang Theory suggests that the universe began in a singularity.’

	Evolution
	The gradual development. of new species.
	‘Evolution explains how all life on Earth came to be.’



Year 8 – RE  – Spring 1

	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Sacrament
	Rituals through which we receive the gift of God’s grace.
	‘One of the sacraments is Holy Communion.’

	Sacred
	Connected or dedicated to God.
	‘The church is a sacred place.’

	Atonement
	Restoring the relationship between people and God.
	‘Adam and Eve needed atonement.’

	Holy Communion
	A service in which the sacrifice of Jesus is remembered by sharing bread and wine.
	‘Holy Communion happens on Sunday.’

	Consubstantiation
	The Spirit of Jesus coexists with the bread and wine.
	‘Some Christians believe in Consubstantiation.’

	Transubstantiation
	The bread and wine transform into the blood and body of Christ. 
	‘Many Christians believe in transubstantiation.

	Puja
	An act of worship
	‘Puja happens in the Mandir and at home.’

	Darshan
	Seeing or beholding a deity
	‘During Puja a Hindu many experience darshan.’

	Langar
	A communal vegetarian meal.
	‘Langar happens at the Gurdwara.

	Mandir
	The Hindu Temple
	‘We worship at the Mandir.





Year 8 – RE  – Spring 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context.

	Pesach
	A Jewish festival which celebrates the exodus from Egypt.
	‘Pesach is a very important festival.’

	Diwali
	The Hindu Festival of lights.
	‘At Diwali people decorate their homes.

	Rangoli
	Colourful intricate patterns.
	‘People paint rangoli on the floor.’

	Wesak
	A Buddhist festival commemorating the birth, enlightenment and parinirvana of the Buddha.
	‘People may celebrate Wesak in many different ways.’

	Parinirvana:
	The complete enlightenment of the Buddha.
	‘At the end of his life the Buddha achieved parinirvana.’

	Eid-ul-Fitr
	The festival of breaking the fast.
	‘Eid-ul-Fitr is a happy event.’

	Vaisakhi
	A Sikh festival which celebrates the founding of the Khalsa.
	‘There may be a parade at Vaisakhi.’

	Christmas
	A Christian festival which celebrates the birth of Jesus.
	‘We light candles at Christmas.’

	Celebration
	Actions which express joy or happiness because of an event.
	‘At Christmas we celebrate.’

	Remembrance
	The act of commemorating a sad event.  
	'The Remembrance Day parade happens on Sunday.’



Year 8 – RE  – Summer 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in Context

	Walsingham 
	A pilgrimage site in Norfolk
	‘Pilgrims walked the last mile into Walsingham barefoot.’

	Lourdes
	A place of pilgrimage in France.
	‘Christians visit Lourdes to ask for physical or spiritual healing.

	Bodhgaya
	A place of pilgrimage associated with the Buddhas enlightenment.
	‘Bodhgaya is a place of pilgrimage because the Buddha achieved enlightenment there.’

	Lumbini
	A pilgrimage site in Nepal.
	‘People visit Lumbini because this is where the Buddha was born.’

	Hajj
	The annual pilgrimage to Makkah.
	‘It is the duty of all Muslims to go on Hajj.’

	Kumbh Mela
	A Hindu Pilgrimage and festival focused on the river Ganges. 
	‘During the Kumbh Mela people may bathe in the river Ganges.’

	Idolatry
	The worship of Idols.
	‘Thou shalt not worship false idols.’

	Grace
	The unmerited favour of God.
	‘God provides the gift of his grace.’

	Blessings
	Providing divine protection.
	‘The priest offers a blessing.

	Miracle
	An extraordinary event attributed to the power of God.
	‘The rescue was  miraculous.’




Year 8 – RE  – Summer 2 
	Word
	Definition
	Example

	Salvation
	Deliverance from suffering and sin.
	‘God may grant salvation.’

	Atonement
	Restoring the relationship between God and people.
	‘Adam and Eve needed atonement.’

	Redemption
	To be saved from sin and death.
	‘Christ died so that we man be redeemed.’

	Heaven
	The dwelling place of God.
	‘Christians 

	Hell
	A place of physical or spiritual suffering.
	‘The rebel angels were sent to hell.’

	Enlightenment
	A state of perfect wisdom and compassion.
	‘The Buddha achieved enlightenment.’

	Samsara
	The cycle of life, birth, death and rebirth.
	‘We all live in Samsara.’


	Nirvana
	A state of peace
	‘Enlightened beings enter Nirvana.

	Karma
	The law of cause and effect.
	‘The law of Karma applies to everyone.’



