Music  – Year 9 - Vocabulary List
Year 9 - Music – Autumn 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Mickey Mousing 
	Music that imitates the action that happens on screen
	The cymbal crash is a good example of mickey mousing as it plays the crash of thunder.

	Leitmotif 
	A short musical idea that is associated with a character.
	The low brass melody plays every time the villain appears, acting as a leitmotif.

	Sequence 
	A musical idea that is repeated at a higher or lower pitch
	The violin plays a short phrase, then repeats it higher in a sequence.

	Repetition 
	A musical idea that is repeated throughout the piece of music
	The theme is memorable because of the constant repetition of the melody.

	Motif 
	A musical idea
	The four-note motif recurs throughout the piece, giving it unity.

	Chords 
	Two or more/multiple notes played together at the same time.
	The guitarist strummed three chords during the verse.

	Timbre
	Tone/Colour of the music
	The bright timbre of the trumpet made it stand out in the ensemble.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 9 – Music  – Autumn 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Sharp 
	A musical symbol that raises the note by a semitone
	The F# in the melody can be found in the second bar of the music

	Flat 
	A musical symbol that lowers the note by a semitone
	The B flat in the melody can be found in the third bar of the music

	Tempo 
	The speed or pace of the music
	What happens to the tempo as the music progresses?

	Dynamics 
	The volume of the music
	The piece begins quietly with soft dynamics, then grows louder.

	Structure 
	The way the music is arranged or laid out
	The structure of the song is ABAB, alternating between verse and chorus.

	Underscore 
	Underscore is background music in a film or TV show that helps set the mood or show how a character is feeling
	The tense underscore played quietly as the character entered the dark room.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 9 – Music  – Spring 1

	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Fusion 
	Combining two or more different styles of music to create a new style
	The piece is a fusion of reggae and classical strings.

	Folk music
	A traditional style of music from each country
	The flute plays a traditional Irish folk music melody.

	Chords 
	Two or more/multiple notes played at the same time
	The keyboard player used minor chords to create a sad mood.

	On beat 
	Playing on the strong beats of the music
		The drummer played the snare on beat to give a solid rhythm.




	Off beat/ Syncopation 
	Playing on the weaker beats or between the beats of the music
	The guitar strummed on the off beat, giving it a reggae feel.

	Conjunct/Stepwise movement 
	The melody moves from one note to the next in the order of the musical alphabet
	The melody moved in a smooth, conjunct pattern, using small intervals.

	Disjunct/Leapwise movement 
	The melody moves by jumping over a range of notes
	The singer used disjunct movement to jump dramatically between notes.

	Major 
	A key range that sounds mostly upbeat or happy sounding 
	The piece sounds cheerful because it's in a major key

	Minor 
	A key range that sounds mostly sad or gloomy
	The slow tempo and minor key made the music feel melancholic.

	
	
	



Year 9 – Music  – Spring 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Pentatonic 
	A scale that uses five notes
	The melody uses a pentatonic scale, avoiding semitones.

	Modal 
	Music that uses old-style scales (called modes) instead of major or minor.
 It often sounds folky, ancient, or a bit mysterious.
	The piece uses a Dorian mode, giving it a folk-like sound.

	Note Values 
	Symbols that tell us how long or short sounds and silences need to be played 
	Understanding note values helps students read rhythms correctly.

	Crotchet 
	A note that has a length of one beat
	Each crotchet lasts for one beat in 4/4 time

	Quaver 
	A note that has a length of half a beat
	The rhythm includes pairs of quavers, making it more lively.

	Semi-quaver 
	A note that has a length of a quarter of a beat
	The fast passage is made up of a run of semi-quavers.

	Minim 
	A note that has a length of two beats
	A minim lasts for two beats and is often used in slower melodies.

	Semi-breve 
	A note that has a length of four beats
	The final note is a semibreve, held for four beats.

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 9 – Music  – Summer 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Verse 
	A section of music that has the same music but different lyrics each time it is heard
	Each verse tells a different part of the story with new lyrics.


	Chorus 
	A section of music that has the same music and lyrics each time it is heard
	The chorus repeats with the same lyrics to make it catchy.

	Verse-chorus form 
	A type of structure that uses verse and chorus in an later sting pattern
	Many pop songs use verse-chorus form to create contrast.

	Strophic form 
	Verse form- the music is the same for each section but the lyrics might change
	The hymn uses strophic form with each verse sung to the same melody.

	Conjunct 
	The melody moves from one note to the next in the order of the musical alphabet
	The melody was easy to sing because of its conjunct movement.

	Melody 
	The main tune, something you can easily hum or sing along to
	The melody of the chorus gets stuck in your head after one listen.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Year 9 – Music  – Summer 2 
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Accompaniment 
	The music that supports the main tune/melody
	The piano plays a soft accompaniment under the vocal melody.

	Homophonic texture 
	A type of texture that has one main melody and everything else accompanies
	The choir sings with a homophonic texture: all voices move together in harmony.

	Structure 
	The way the music is arranged or laid out
	The structure of the piece includes an introduction, verse, chorus, and coda.

	Genre 
	A style or type of music
	This piece falls into the jazz genre due to its swing rhythm and instrumentation.

	Tempo 
	The speed or pace of music
	The fast tempo gives the dance track a lot of energy.


	Dynamics 
	The volume of music
	The dynamics shift from loud to soft to create contrast and drama.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



