Music  – Year 8 - Vocabulary List
Year 8 - Music – Autumn 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Blues scale 
	A six-note scale used in blues music. It sounds “bluesy” because of flattened notes (especially the 3rd & 5th).
	The guitarist used the blues scale to improvise a solo.

	Major 
	A scale or key that sounds bright and happy.
	The song is in a major key, so it sounds cheerful.

	Walking bass 
	An ascending and descending pattern found in blues music
	The double bass played a walking bass to keep the rhythm going.

	12-bar blues 
	A repeating chord pattern that lasts for 12 bars.
	Most blues songs use the 12-bar blues pattern.

	Chords 
	Two or more/multiple notes played together at the same time
	The pianist played chords to support the melody.

	Chord progression 
	The order that chords are played in
	The band followed a I-IV-V chord progression.


	Tempo 
	The speed or pace of the music
	The tempo got faster during the chorus.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 8 – Music  – Autumn 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Dynamics 
	The volume of the music
	The piece starts with quiet dynamics and gets louder.

	Rhythm  
	The combination of long and short sounds and silences
	The clapping rhythm repeated in every verse.

	Pulse/Beat 
	The steady beat you tap your foot to—the heartbeat of the music.
	The drummer kept the pulse steady throughout the song.

	Melody 
	The main tune that you can hum or sing along to
	I can’t stop singing the melody—it’s really catchy!

	Accompaniment 
	The backing music that supports the melody
	The guitar provided accompaniment for the singer.

	Call and Response 
	Music sung/played by a leader, which is then repeated by the rest of the group. The response can be a direct copy or be slightly different
	The teacher clapped a rhythm, and the class responded in call and response.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 8 – Music  – Spring 1

	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Baroque 
	Music from around 1600–1750. Often fancy and decorated.
	Bach composed many pieces during the Baroque period.

	Classical 
	Music from around 1750–1810. Simple and clear.
	Mozart’s music is from the Classical period.

	Romantic 
	Music from around 1810–1910. Full of emotion and drama.
	Chopin wrote emotional piano music in the Romantic period.

	Treble Clef 
	A symbol that shows notes for higher-pitched instruments (right hand on piano).
	Most melody lines are written in the treble clef.

	Bass Clef 
	A symbol that shows notes for lower-pitched instruments (left hand on piano).
	The bass guitar part is written in the bass clef.

	Note Values 
	Symbols that tell us how long a note needs to be played for
	We used different note values to create a rhythm.

	Theme and Variations 
	A structure where a main idea is played and then changed each time we hear it.
	The tune stayed the same, but each variation changed the rhythm or pitch.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 8 – Music  – Spring 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Structure/form 
	The way the music is arranged or laid out
	The song uses verse-chorus structure.

	Allegro 
	Fast pace
	The piece starts allegro to give it energy.

	Largo 
	Slow pace
	The largo section made the music sound calm and peaceful.

	Moderato 
	Medium pace
	The melody was played at a steady, moderato pace.

	Piano 
	Play the music softly/quietly
	The flute enters playing piano to create a gentle mood.

	Forte 
	Play the music loudly
	The trumpets play forte to grab attention.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 8 – Music  – Summer 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Polyrhythm 
	More than one rhythm played at the same time.
	The African drumming used polyrhythm to create complex layers.

	Crossrhythm 
	Two rhythms that go against each other (e.g. 3 against 2).
	We clapped a cross-rhythm over a steady beat.

	Syncopation 
	Putting the emphasis on the weaker beat or between the beats to create an offbeat pattern
	Reggae often uses syncopation to feel laid back.

	Reggae 
	A style of music from Jamaica, with off-beat rhythms and relaxed feel.
	Bob Marley made reggae music popular around the world.

	Call and response 
	One part leads, and another answers—common in African and Caribbean music.
	The lead singer shouted a phrase, and the crowd answered in call and response.

	Chorus
	A section of music that has the same music and lyrics each time it plays
	Everyone joined in for the catchy chorus.

	Ostinato 
	A constantly returning and repeating pattern
	The bass line stayed the same as an ostinato.

	Verse-Chorus form 
	A type of structure that has a verse (same music but different lyrics each time it appears) and a chorus (same music and same lyrics each time it appears).
	Pop songs often follow verse-chorus form.

	Structure 
	The way the music is arranged or laid out
	The structure was verse, chorus, verse, chorus.

	Verse 
	A section of music that has the same music but different lyrics each time we hear it
	The first verse introduced the story




Year 8 – Music  – Summer 2 
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Texture 
	How many layers of sound you can hear at once (thick/thin).
	The texture became thicker when the drums entered.

	Ensemble 
	A group of musicians/instrumentalists
	The school ensemble performed at the concert.

	Semi-quaver 
	A note that has a length of a quarter of a beat.
	The fast solo had lots of semi-quavers.

	Quaver 
	A note that has a length of a half of a beat.
	The rhythm started with a pair of quavers.

	Crotchet 
	A note that has a length of one beat
	We clapped four crotchets in a bar.

	Minim 
	A note that has a length of two beats
	The long note was a minim held across the bar.

	Semi-breve 
	A note that has a length of four beats
	The final note was a semibreve, lasting the whole bar.

	Rest 
	A silence or break in the music
	There was a rest between the loud and quiet sections.

	
	
	

	
	
	



