Music  – Year 7 - Vocabulary List
Year 7 - Music – Autumn 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Semi-quaver 
	A note that has a length of a quarter of a beat.
	The fast rhythm had lots of semi-quavers.

	Quaver 
	A note that has a length of a half of a beat.
	The melody used pairs of quavers to move quickly.

	Crotchet 
	A note that has a length of one beat
	We clapped four crotchets in a bar.

	Minim 
	A note that has a length of two beats
	The last note of the phrase was a minim.

	Semi-breve 
	A note that has a length of four beats
	The song ended with a long semibreve.

	Rest
	A silence or break in the music.
	There was a rest before the new section started.

	Crotchet rest 
	A silence that has a length of one beat
	The singer paused for a crotchet rest.

	Melody 
	The main tune of the song that you can hum or sing along to
	I recognised the melody from another song.

	Tempo 
	The speed or pace of the music.
	The tempo of the piece was fast and energetic.

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 7 – Music  – Autumn 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Dynamics 
	The volume of the piece of music
	The piece started with soft dynamics and ended loudly.

	Texture 
	How many layers of sound you can hear (thick or thin).
	The texture became thicker when the drums entered.

	Largo 
	Slow tempo
	The largo section sounded calm and peaceful.

	Moderato
	Medium tempo
	The song had a steady moderato tempo.

	Allegro 
	Fast tempo
	The allegro ending made the piece exciting.

	Piano 
	Play softly/quietly
	The flutes play piano for a gentle sound.

	Forte 
	Play loudly
	The trumpets played forte to make a strong impact.


	Bar 
	A short section of music, between two vertical lines of the stave
	Each bar had four beats in it.

	Polyrhythm 
	Two or more rhythm patterns playing over each other.
	The drumming used polyrhythms to create complexity

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 7 – Music  – Spring 1

	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Treble Clef 
	[bookmark: _Int_7Z62pNQh]A symbol on the stave for high pitched instruments. It tells you to play with your right hand only on the piano
	The melody was written in the treble clef.

	Stave 
	The five lines and four spaces where notes are written.
	We read the notes from the stave

	Hand position 
	Placement on the piano, using all five fingers
	We practised hand position before playing scales.

	Pitch
	Whether the music/a note is played high or low.
	The pitch of the violin is higher than the cello.

	Leger Lines 
	Additional lines above or below the stave where notes are drawn
	The high note needed a leger line above the stave.

	Time Signature 
	How many beats appear in a bar of music
	4/4 is the most common time signature.

	Bass Clef 
	[bookmark: _Int_pNh2gXCw]A symbol on the stave for low pitched instruments. It tells you to play with your left hand only on the piano
	The bass guitar part is written in the bass clef.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 7 – Music  – Spring 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Dynamics 
	The volume of the music
	The dynamics gradually changed from piano to forte.

	Tempo 
	The speed of the music
	The song had a quick tempo to match the lyrics.

	Bar 
	A short section of music between two vertical lines of the stave
	We counted four beats in each bar.

	Hand position 
	Placement on the piano, using all five fingers
	Proper hand position helps you play faster and more accurately.

	Melody 
	The main tune of the song that you can hum or sing along to
	The melody was catchy and easy to remember.

	Accompaniment 
	The backing music that supports the melody.
	The chords provided a simple accompaniment to the melody

	Chords 
	Two or more/multiple notes played together at the same time.
	The pianist played chords in the left hand.

	Thick texture
	Having many different layers playing in the music
	The full orchestra created a thick texture.

	Thin texture
	Having only a few different layers playing in the music
	The solo voice had a thin texture at the start

	
	
	



Year 7 – Music  – Summer 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Ensemble 
	A group of musicians/instrumentalists
	The school ensemble performed at the concert.

	Strings 
	Any instrument that uses strings to make sound
	The violin and cello are both string instruments.

	Pitch 
	Whether the music/a note is played high or low.
	The flute plays in a higher pitch than the bassoon.

	Pulse/Beat 
	The steady constant in the song that you can tap your foot along to. It is the heartbeat of the song.
	I tapped my foot to the beat.

	Rhythm 
	The combination of long and short sound and silences
	The drum rhythm repeated throughout the song.

	Tempo 
	The speed/pace of the music
	The tempo slowed down in the middle section.

	Time Signature 
	How many beats appear in a bar of music
	3/4 time signature means there are 3 beats in a bar.

	Chords 
	Two or more/multiple notes played together at the same time
	We played the C, F, and G chords on the keyboard.

	Frets 
	The space between the vertical metal lines on the ukulele or guitar
	I placed my finger between the frets to play a chord.

	
	
	




Year 7 – Music  – Summer 2 
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Fretboard 
	The neck of the ukulele/guitar where the frets are located.
	I placed my fingers on the fretboard to change chords.

	Strumming 
	The up or down patterns used to create sound on ukulele/guitar
	She used a strumming pattern to play the rhythm.

	Dynamics 
	The volume of the music
	The dynamics increased in the chorus for more impact.

	Orchestra 
	A large ensemble that consists of four families of instruments (string, woodwind, brass, percussion)
	The orchestra performed a piece by Beethoven.

	String family 
	A family of instruments that make sound by plucking/strumming the strings or using a bow.
	The string family includes violin, viola, cello, and double bass.

	Woodwind family 
	A family of instruments, typically made of wood, that make sound by blowing into them and covering the holes with your fingers. Some instruments have a reed.
	The clarinet and flute are in the woodwind family.

	Brass family 
	A family of instruments, typically made of metal, that make sound by blowing into the mouthpiece using a buzzing sound and using a slide or valves (buttons).
	The trumpet and trombone are part of the brass family.

	Percussion family 
	A family of instruments that create sound by hitting, shaking or scraping them
	The drums and cymbals are percussion instruments.

	Conductor 
	The leader of the orchestra, they often use a baton and stand on a podium.
	The conductor gave the signal to start the performance.

	Reed
	A short piece of wood that is put into the mouthpiece of woodwind instruments to help create the sound
	The oboe needs a reed to produce its tone.



