Music  – Year 11 - Vocabulary List
Year 11 - Music – Autumn 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Homophonic  
	A texture that has one main melody line and is supported by an accompaniment.
	The texture of the music is homophonic.

	Polyphonic 
	A texture with two or more independent melodies happening at the same time.
	The fugue had a complex polyphonic texture with overlapping melodies.

	Regular  
	Music with a steady, predictable beat or time signature (e.g., 4/4).
	The drumbeat stayed regular throughout the song.

	Irregular  
	Music with an uneven or changing time signature (e.g., 5/4 or 7/8)
	The piece sounded unpredictable because of the irregular rhythm.

	Accent  
	A note played louder or with more force for emphasis.
	The accented beats helped give the rhythm a punchy feel.

	Simple time  
	Time signatures where the beat divides into two (e.g., 2/4, 3/4, 4/4).
	The waltz in 3/4 used simple time with a strong first beat.

	Duple time  
	A time signature with two beats per bar (e.g., 2/4).
	The march was in duple time, giving it a strong, steady feel.

	Triple time  
	A time signature with three beats per bar (e.g., 3/4).
	The dance piece was in triple time, giving it a swinging rhythm.

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 11 – Music  – Autumn 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Quadruple time  
	A time signature with four beats per bar (e.g., 4/4).
	Most pop songs are in quadruple time, making them easy to follow.

	Compound time  
	Time signatures where the beat divides into three (e.g., 6/8, 9/8)
	The jig used compound time, creating a lilting feel.

	Compound duple 
	A compound time signature with two main beats per bar (e.g., 6/8).
	The folk song was in compound duple time, giving it a bouncy rhythm

	Humming  
	Singing with lips closed, producing a soft, resonant sound
	The backing vocals added warmth by humming the chords.

	Scat 
	Vocal improvisation with nonsense syllables, common in jazz.
	The singer performed a scat solo using made-up sounds and rhythms

	Vibrato 
	A slight variation in pitch used to add expression.
	The violinist added vibrato to make the note more emotional.

	Falsetto 
	A high-pitched singing technique, often used by male singers.
	He used falsetto for the high notes in the chorus.

	Belt 
	A powerful singing style used in musical theatre and pop.
	She belted the final note of the song with full voice.

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 11 – Music  – Spring 1

	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Rap   
	A rhythmic spoken style of vocal performance, often with a strong beat.
	The artist delivered fast rap lyrics over a hip-hop beat.

	Staccato  
	Notes played short and detached.
	The violinist played the rhythm staccato to make it bouncy.

	Legato  
	Notes played smoothly and connected.
	The flute melody was legato and flowed gracefully.

	Sustained  
	A note that is held for a long time
	The organ held a sustained chord under the melody

	Accent  
	A note played more strongly than others.
	The rhythm felt dramatic because of the accented off-beats.

	Pizzicato  
	Plucking the strings of a string instrument.
	The cello played a pizzicato bassline that sounded playful.

	Arco/bowed  
	Playing a string instrument using a bow
	After plucking the strings, the player switched to arco for a smoother sound.

	Divisi    
	When a section of instruments divides into two or more parts.
	The violins played divisi, with half playing the melody and half the harmony

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 11 – Music  – Spring 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Double stopping  
	Playing two notes at once on a string instrument.
	The violinist used double stopping to add harmony.

	Tremolo  
	Rapid repetition of a single note or quick alternation between two notes.
	The strings created tension with a dramatic tremolo effect.

	Distortion  
	A guitar effect that makes the sound fuzzy or aggressive.
	The rock guitarist used distortion to create a powerful riff.

	Hammer on  
	A guitar technique where a finger is pressed onto the string without plucking
	He used a hammer-on to smoothly move between the notes.



