Music  – Year 10 - Vocabulary List
Year 10 - Music – Autumn 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Crotchet/crotchet rest 
	A crotchet is a note lasting one beat. A crotchet rest is a silence for one beat.
	The rhythm started with four crotchets in a row, each getting louder.

	Quaver/quaver rest 
	A quaver is a note lasting half a beat. A quaver rest is a silence lasting half a beat
	She played two quick quavers followed by a longer note.

	Semi-quaver/semi-quaver rest 
	A semi-quaver is a very short note worth a quarter of a beat. The rest is the same length
	The violinist played a fast run of semi-quavers to build excitement.

	Minim/minim rest 
	A minim is a note that lasts two beats. The rest is silence for two beats.
	He held the note for two beats, a clear minim.

	Semi-breve/semi-breve rest 
	A semibreve lasts four beats. The rest is silence for four beats.
	The piece ended with a long semibreve, creating a dramatic pause.

	Dotted notes 
	A dot adds half the note’s value to its length.
	A dotted crotchet lasts 1.5 beats and gives a lilting rhythm.

	Treble Clef 
	A symbol for higher pitch instruments like violin or flute.
	The melody was written in the treble clef for the flute part.

	Bass Clef 
	A symbol used for lower pitch instruments like cello or bassoon.
	The bass guitar notes were all in the bass clef.

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 10 – Music  – Autumn 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Alto Clef 
	A clef mostly used for the viola; the middle C is on the middle line
	Viola players read from the alto clef instead of the treble or bass.

	Melody 
	A sequence of notes that make up the main tune.
	The melody was catchy and easy to remember

	Articulation 
	How a note is played – e.g., smoothly (legato) or sharply (staccato).
	The staccato articulation made the piece sound lively and jumpy.

	Conjunct  
	A melody that moves mainly by step (next door notes).
	The melody was smooth and conjunct, easy to sing.

	Disjunct  
	A melody that jumps between notes.
	The dramatic opening was full of disjunct leaps.

	Scalic  
	A melody that follows a scale pattern.
	The opening bars used a scalic pattern ascending the C major scale.

	Triadic  
	A melody built using notes from a triad (three-note chord).
	The trumpet fanfare used a triadic structure to sound strong.

	Chromatic  
	A melody or harmony that uses notes moving by semitones.
	The chromatic movement added tension to the piece.

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 10 – Music  – Spring 1

	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Ascending   
	Melody moves in an upwards pattern
	The notes ascended to a high climax.

	Descending 
	Melody moves in a downwards pattern 
	The tune gently descended to a quiet ending.

	Sequence  
	A musical idea that repeats at a higher or lower pitch 
	The sequence rose higher each time to build intensity.

	Repetition 
	A musical idea that is repeated throughout the piece of music
	The chorus used repetition to make it memorable

	Pianissimo  
	Very quiet/soft
	The ending was played pianissimo for a calm finish.

	Piano  
	Quiet/soft
	The piece started piano, with gentle strings.

	Mezzo piano  
	Moderately quiet
	The melody was mezzo piano so it wasn’t too quiet or loud.

	Mezzo Forte  
	Moderately loud
	The main theme entered mezzo forte to grab attention.

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 10 – Music  – Spring 2
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Forte 
	Loud
	The brass section entered forte to create impact.

	Fortissimo  
	Loudly
	The orchestra finished fortissimo for a dramatic effect.

	Crescendo  
	Graduately getting louder
	The crescendo built tension before the climax.

	Diminuendo  
	Graduately getting quieter 
	The diminuendo made the ending feel gentle.

	Sforzando 
	Suddenly as loud as possible
	The sforzando surprised the audience with its power.

	Lento/Largo  
	Very slow
	The largo tempo created a solemn mood

	Adagio  
	Slow
	The adagio tempo gave the music a reflective feel.

	Andante  
	Walking pace 
	The andante tempo felt steady and calm

	
	
	

	
	
	



Year 10 – Music  – Summer 1
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Moderato  
	Medium pace
	The moderato tempo kept the music moving but not rushed.

	Allegro   
	Fast
	The allegro tempo made the piece feel energetic.

	Presto  
	Very fast
	The presto section was exciting and intense.

	Prestissimo  
	As fast as possible
	The pianist played the prestissimo scale with incredible speed

	Accelerando  
	Speeding up/getting faster
	The music built suspense with an accelerando.

	Rallentando  
	Slowing down/getting slower
	The rallentando led smoothly into the final chord.

	Rubato  
	Speeding up and slowing down
	She sang the rubato passage with great emotion.

	A Tempo 
	Return to the original tempo
	After the rubato, the piece returned to a tempo


	
	
	

	
	
	




Year 10 – Music  – Summer 2 
	Word
	Definition
	Example in context

	Binary form 
	A type of structure that has two sections labelled A and B. A begins in the tonic and ends in the dominant, B begins in the dominant and ends in the tonic.
	The dance followed a clear binary form with two contrasting sections

	Ternary form  
	A structure with three parts (ABA), where the first section returns.
	The lullaby had a ternary form – the calm theme returned after a middle section.

	Rondo form  
	A structure where the main theme (A) keeps returning (ABACA etc.).
	The lively A section kept coming back in the rondo form.

	Strophic form  
	Each verse is set to the same music.
	The folk song was in strophic form with repeating music for every verse

	Theme and Variation  
	A theme is presented and then changed in different ways.
	Each variation changed the rhythm and dynamics of the theme.

	Verse-Chorus form  
	A popular song structure alternating verses and a repeated chorus.
	The pop song used verse-chorus form with a catchy chorus hook.

	32-bar form 
	A common song structure in jazz and musicals (AABA pattern)
	The jazz tune followed 32-bar form with a contrasting B section.

	Monophonic  
	One melody, no accompaniment 
	The solo chant was monophonic – just one melodic line.

	
	
	

	
	
	



