14t Century Disaster Vocabulary Terms

Term

Definition

1. Plague

A contagious bacterial disease characterized by
fever typically with the formation of buboes

2. Bubonic plague

The more common plague and was carried in the
bloodstream of rats. Fleas bit the rats and became
infected. They then hopped onto other rats or
humans, bit them and passed on the disease.

3. Pneumonic plague

The less common plague, but more deadly. It was
caught by breathing in the germs released when an
infected person coughed or sneezed.

4. Barber Surgeon

They were essentially barbers who also performed
basic surgical procedures. This dual role arose
because university-trained physicians of the time
largely avoided surgery.

5. Miasma

Bad smelling air makes you sick. People believed
that most diseases were caused by bad air. Germs
had not been discovered yet.

6. Four Humours

ancient and medieval medicine, proposed that the

human body is composed of four essential fluids or
"humours": blood, phlegm, yellow bile (also called

choler), and black bile (also called melancholy).

7. Chivalry A code of behaviour for medieval knights,
emphasising bravery and good manners
8. Heraldry It's a system of symbols and visual representations

used to identify individuals, families, organizations,
and even cities, originally for identification on the
battlefield.
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9. Dysentery

An intestine infection that gives you diarrhoea with
blood in it which was very deadly for Medieval
Kings during the Middle Ages.
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Whatis Dysentery?

10. Revolt

To take violent action against an established
government or ruler; rebel.
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