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Introduction
These candidate exemplars have been chosen from the Summer 2024 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all responses are considered on their merits. These 
exemplars should not be seen as the only way to answer questions; they have been chosen because they 
show how the mark scheme has been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification for full details of the assessment for this qualification. You may find 
it useful to read these exemplar responses alongside the appropriate assessment materials (for example 
question paper, mark scheme and examiners’/moderators’ report).

It is important to note that approaches to question setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time, we review all our qualifications annually and may make small adjustments to improve the performance 
of our assessments. We will let you know of any substantive changes.

Would you prefer a Word version? 
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Exemplar 1	 2a: 16 marks  2b:12 marks 

6

J352/01 Jun24© OCR 2024

2 Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro and When All is Said by Anne Griffin 

 Read the two extracts below and then answer both part (a) and part (b).

 You should spend about 45 minutes on part (a) and 30 minutes on part (b).

 For part (a), you should focus only on the extracts here rather than referring to the rest of your 
studied text.

(a) Compare how problems at school are presented in these two extracts. You should consider: 
• the situations and experiences faced by the characters
• how the characters react to these situations and experiences
• how the writers’ use of language and techniques creates effects.

 [20]

AND

(b) Explore another moment in Never Let Me Go where someone gets help from another character.
 [20]

 Extract 1 from: Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

 
In this extract, Kathy is describing Tommy’s artwork and the elephant drawing he had done.

My guess is that from some time before he did that elephant, Tommy had had the 
feeling he wasn’t keeping up – that his painting in particular was like that of students 
much younger than him – and he’d been covering up the best he could by doing 
deliberately childish pictures. But after the elephant painting, the whole thing had 
been brought into the open, and now everyone was watching to see what he did 
next. It seems he did make an effort for a while, but he’d no sooner have started on 
something, there’d be sneers and giggles all around him. In fact, the harder he tried, 
the more laughable his efforts turned out. So before long Tommy had gone back to his 
original defence, producing work that seemed deliberately childish, work that said he 
couldn’t care less. From there, the thing had got deeper and deeper.

For a while he’d only had to suffer during art lessons – though that was often enough, 
because we did a lot of art in the Juniors. But then it grew bigger. He got left out of 
games, boys refused to sit next to him at dinner, or pretended not to hear if he said 
anything in his dorm after lights-out. At first it wasn’t so relentless. Months could go by 
without incident, he’d think the whole thing was behind him, then something he did – or 
one of his enemies, like Arthur H. – would get it all going again.

 5

10

15

Question 2 (a) and (b) 

1.	The response immediately focuses 
on the task and compares the 
extracts as both depicting struggles 
at school but as a result of ‘bullying 
and mistreatment’ in Never Let 
Me Go and ‘struggles with internal 
problems’ in When All is Said. 

General commentary
Written in a convincing critical style, this response has some thoughtful analysis of language and offers 
sustained comparison. The context situations are considered carefully. This response meets most of the 
Level 5 criteria and is given a mark of 16 in the middle of the level.

1
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2.	The candidate then moves on to 
explore the lack of support by his 
peers faced by Tommy at Hailsham 
arguing that his ‘difficulty with art’ 
leads to his isolation and supporting 
this assertion with apt textual 
references. 

3.	The response links this neatly with 
the dystopian setting arguing that the 
clones are also ‘isolated from the rest 
of society...and discarded because 
they are different...’. 

4.	This point is developed further 
to show understanding of the 
importance placed on art at Hailsham 
meaning that ‘Tommy is regarded 
as less important’ because of 
his childish attempts leading to 
‘relentless’ bullying. 

2

3

4

5.	The contextual situations are 
compared insightfully when the 
candidate moves on to assert that 
unlike Tommy, Hannigan ‘receives 
support from his older brother’ and 
as a result ‘he is given...a chance at 
improving’. 

6.	The response acknowledges that 
Hannigan’s lack of self-confidence 
remains despite this support, 
however, as his teacher is less 
supportive and understanding. 

5

6
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7.	The response then moves on 
to consider the reactions of the 
characters in the two extracts arguing 
that ‘Tommy has given up’ offering 
some thoughtful analysis of language 
such as his work being personified 
as not believing in him either and 
the distancing effect for the reader 
caused by the third person narrative. 

7

8 8.	This is compared to the unseen 
extract where the first-person 
narrative ‘gives an insight into his 
(Hannigan’s) thoughts and feelings’ 
and supported by some thoughtful 
word-level analysis of dark language 
such as ‘sinking’, ‘darkness and 
‘depression’ reflecting how he 
feels ‘hopeless and trapped’. This 
point is developed further when 
the candidate links it to Hannigan 
wanting to ‘close my eyes’.
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General commentary
Although this response chooses an apt moment to explore, it does not have very much development in 
terms of textual exploration and analysis. It demonstrates clear understanding with relevant quotations 
and some AO2 analysis and therefore fits comfortably into Level 4 on a mark of 12. To move into Level 5 
the response would need to offer more developed AO2 analysis looking at the chosen moment in more 
detail.

1.	The candidate chooses to discuss 
the moment where the clones 
learn about deferrals from Chrissie 
during their time in Norfolk. This is 
an appropriate moment to explore 
getting help from another character. 

2.	The response shows clear 
understanding of the chosen moment 
recognising that the possibility 
of deferrals acts as ‘a beacon of 
hope’ for the clones and cites the 
excitement in the atmospheres when 
Chrissie ‘lowers her voice’ to tell 
them. 

3.	The candidate also shows 
awareness of the structural 
importance of this moment as ‘they 
have not yet found out that Ruth’s 
possible does not exist, so they are 
more inclined to feel positive and 
hopeful’. The candidate recognises 
that this feeling grows more intense 
once they do discover this as it 
becomes ‘the last ray of hope for 
them’

1

2

3
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4.	The response then returns to 
the excitement created by Chrissie 
speaking quietly but does develop 
the point further by considering 
their lack of purpose but also their 
‘will to live’ arguing that the hope 
of deferrals ‘helps them because 
it almost gives them a sense of 
purpose’. 

4
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Exemplar 2	 2a: level 3 - 9 marks  2b: level 2 - 6 marks 

1.	The response opens by comparing 
the situations faced by the characters 
citing Tommy’s ‘struggles with art’ 
and asserting it is caused by ‘the 
classmates who laugh at his art’ and 
comparing to Hannigan’s ‘struggles 
with letters and words at school’ and 
the ‘frustration from his teacher’. 

2.	There is some AO3 
misunderstanding due to the 
confusion over the use of the word 
‘Master’ to describe Hannigan’s 
teacher which is interpreted as 
suggesting a ‘dystopian’ setting. 

3.	The candidate moves on to 
consider the ‘ongoing’ nature of 
Tommy’s issues compared to 
Hannigan’s situation where ‘the 
problem appears to be turning 
around’. There is textual support for 
the suggestion that Tommy tries to 
resolve the problem by ignoring his 
classmates but that ‘they won’t let 
go of the joke’ and this is compared 
to the support Hannigan receives 
from his brother ‘which is helping him 
learn’. 

General commentary
This is a reasonably developed response with some relevant support from the text and explicit, relevant 
comparisons in response to the bullet points in the question. There is understanding of the situations 
faced by the characters but also some contextual insecurity. Any comments on  language are simple 
and undeveloped. To improve, the response needs more emphasis on the language and structure of the 
extracts and more developed comparison. It also needs more consideration of the contextual settings 
within schools. This places the response securely in Level 3 on a mark of 9. 

1

2

3
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4.	The response does show some 
understanding of the extracts and 
uses some textual support but lacks 
an analytical approach. Any attempts 
to consider language are brief and 
unconvincing, for example, ‘the noun 
“it” shows his lack of interest in the 
subject...’. 4

General commentary
There is some straightforward understanding shown and some relevant support from the text. However, 
the AO2 comments are very simple and lack relevance. To improve further the candidate needs to 
demonstrate more secure and detailed knowledge of the chosen moment to produce a more developed 
response. There also needs to be more focus on appropriate analysis of language and structure. This 
places the response in Level 2 on a mark of 6.

1.	The candidate chooses to 
explore the moment in which Kathy 
approaches Tommy during his 
tantrum in Chapter 1. This is an 
appropriate moment to explore how 
someone gets help from another 
character and the candidate cites 
Kathy’s ‘motherly and caring tone’ as 
she points out the mud on his shirt. 

2.	However, again the attempts to 
discuss language are unconvincing: 
‘The word “all” also shows how angry 
Tommy has got that he is covered in 
mud...’. 

3.	The quotation ‘Let’s talk now’ is 
inaccurate so the attempted analysis 
of the word “now” cannot be credited. 

There is some understanding of 
Kathy’s attempts to help Tommy but 
the response lacks detail and only 
reveals a sketchy knowledge of the 
moment chosen. 

1

2

3
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Exemplar 1	 3a: 20 marks 3b: 20 marks 

8

J352/01 Jun24© OCR 2024

3 Animal Farm by George Orwell and Time and Time Again by Ben Elton

 Read the two extracts below and then answer both part (a) and part (b).

 You should spend about 45 minutes on part (a) and 30 minutes on part (b).

 For part (a), you should focus only on the extracts here rather than referring to the rest of your 
studied text.

(a) Compare how an alarming situation is presented in these two extracts. You should consider:
• the situations and experiences faced by the characters
• how the characters react to these situations and experiences
• how the writers’ use of language and techniques creates effects.

 [20]

AND

(b) Explore another moment in Animal Farm where the suffering of animals is described. 
 [20]

 Extract 1 from: Animal Farm by George Orwell

 
This extract describes how Boxer is injured while working on the windmill.

Clover and Benjamin warned him to take care of his health, but Boxer paid no 
attention. His twelfth birthday was approaching. He did not care what happened so 
long as a good store of stone was accumulated before he went on pension.

Late one evening, in the summer, a sudden rumour ran round the farm that something 
had happened to Boxer. He had gone out alone to drag a load of stone down to the 
windmill. And sure enough, the rumour was true. A few minutes later two pigeons came 
racing in with the news:

‘Boxer has fallen! He is lying on his side and can’t get up!’

About half the animals on the farm rushed out to the knoll where the windmill stood. 
There lay Boxer, between the shafts of the cart, his neck stretched out, unable even 
to raise his head. His eyes were glazed, his sides matted with sweat. A thin stream of 
blood had trickled out of his mouth. Clover dropped to her knees at his side. 

‘Boxer!’ she cried, ‘how are you?’

‘It is my lung,’ said Boxer in a weak voice. ‘It does not matter. I think you will be able to 
finish the windmill without me.’

 5

10

15

Question 3 (a) and (b) 

1.	The candidate immediately 
offers an overview of the extracts 
framed as a comparison citing the 
‘vulnerability’ and ‘powerlessness’ of 
the characters in both extracts due to 
the situations presented. 

2.	This is immediately supported 
by close textual analysis exploring 
the presentation of the characters 
in each extract.  Boxer’s ‘stillness’ 
is neatly compared to ‘the girl who 
was frozen in fear’ and contrasted 
with the ‘squirming little boy’ with 
some precise exploration of Elton’s 
use of active verbs to emphasise 
‘a complete sense of desperation 
and hopelessness the mother finds 
herself in’. The close analysis of 
the text here fully supports and 
illustrates the analysis demonstrating 
perceptive understanding of the 
alarming nature of the situations. 

General commentary
Throughout this response, the candidate sustains a coherent critical style, using subject terminology precisely, 
while offering sustained and interwoven comparison. The analysis of language is well-developed and 
perceptive supported by precise textual references. Sensitive understanding of context informs the whole 
response. All Level 6 criteria are met and therefore the response is at the top of the level on a mark of 20.

1

2
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3.	The candidate builds on this strong 
opening paragraph to explore the 
’vivid imagery’ used in the extracts to 
present the characters’ reactions to 
the situations they are in. 

4.	The response continues to offer 
perceptively drawn comparisons 
focusing on the physical descriptions 
of Boxer: ‘eyes were glazed, his 
sides matted with sweat’ and 
perceptively argues that by ‘being 
broken down into his individual body 
parts Orwell places great emphasis 
on the enormous impact of this 
alarming situation...’. 

5.	The candidate neatly links Boxer’s 
broken body to the ‘totalitarian 
regime’ in which ‘the pigs exercise 
their power and control forcing 
animals to work to their deaths’ thus 
integrating AO3 knowledge neatly 
into their textual commentary before 
moving on to compare this with the 
vivid descriptions of the children 
in the unseen extract as ‘soft flesh 
and young bone’...’showing their 
complete fragility as they are distilled 
to their most essential parts...’.   

6.	This is then contrasted to the 
imagery used to describe the vehicle 
‘as if purposely targeting its prey...’.  

7.	The candidate also considers the 
wider context of Boxer being ‘a victim 
of his own work ethic’ compared 
to the mother and children being 
‘complete victims ‘, acknowledging 
the difference in the contextual 
situations faced by the characters in 
each extract. 

3

4

5

6

7
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8.	Following the guidance of the 
bullet points in the question, the 
candidate moves on to comparatively 
analyse the reactions of the 
characters focusing sharply on Hugh 
Stanton in the unseen extract who 
‘is created as our hero’ and focusing 
sharply on how the writer increases 
the dramatic pace at this point as ‘he 
leaps to action’. 

9.	This is compared to the 
description of the animals’ reactions 
in Animal Farm as ‘a sudden rumour 
ran around the farm’ and ‘the 
animals rushed out of the knoll’ and 
presented as ‘almost instinctual’, 
however the candidate moves on to 
perceptively assert that whereas in 
the unseen extract ‘the chance of a 
successful rescue was likely’ due to 
Hugh Stanton’s ‘instinct and training’, 
in Animal Farm ‘the animals find 
themselves hopeless as they bear 
witness to the extent of the alarming 
situation’ citing Clover dropping to 
her knees as ‘perhaps a sign of 
defeat’. 

8

9
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1.	For this part of the question, 
the candidate chooses to focus on 
the ‘violence and brutality of the 
confessions’ to explore the suffering 
of the animals in Animal Farm.  

2.	The candidate also asserts 
that there is a ‘clinical lack of 
sentimentality created through the 
emotionless tone; supporting this 
with precise textual references 
depicting the ‘brutality of the killing’ 
where the ‘pigs are reduced to a 
‘throat’...adding a deep sense of 
suffering’. 

3.	There is some informed and 
perceptive analysis of Orwell’s 
description of the ‘pile of corpses 
lying at Napoleon’s feet’ which the 
candidate asserts shows ‘the animals 
are stripped of their humanity and 
reduced to nothing...’. 

4.	This is followed by an 
acknowledgement of Orwell’s use 
of olfactory imagery in ‘the air was 
heavy with the smell of blood...’  
which the candidate confidently 
argues helps ‘illuminate a sense of 
suffering...as even the air around 
the animals becomes polluted by the 
effects of the animals’ brutality’.  

5.	The animals ‘huddling together’ 
is cited as ‘emphasising a sense 
of vulnerability...as they are left 
traumatised by the fear...’.

General commentary
This is a coherent and informed response to the task with thoughtful analysis of language supported by precise 
textual references. It is a strong Level 6 response and is given a mark of 20. 

1

2

3

4

5



15 © OCR 2024

Exemplar candidate workGCSE English Literature J352/01 - Summer 2024

6.	The response then moves on 
to consider ‘the psychological and 
emotional manipulation inflicted by 
the pigs’ to contrast with the violence 
used in the confessions. 

7.	The ‘supposed return of Snowball’ 
as an ‘invisible influence’ which is 
‘menacing’ is explored and analysed 
fully with some close analysis of the 
language and structural techniques 
used by Orwell to create and 
sustain the animal’s fear such as 
‘the asyndetic list which creates 
the sense that Snowball will go to 
indefinite lengths to wreak havock 
and tyrrannise the animals’ (sic). 

8.	Finally the response considers 
Old Major’s speech at the start of the 
novel, asserting that the suffering of 
animals ‘through the exploitation of 
human beings’ leads to ‘guaranteed 
suffering’ with some perceptive 
analysis of Old Major’s ‘devastating 
matter-of factness’.

6

7

8
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Exemplar 1	 4a: 17 marks 4b: 15 marks 

10

J352/01 Jun24© OCR 2024

4 An Inspector Calls by J. B. Priestley and Councillors by Graham Jones

 Read the two extracts below and then answer both part (a) and part (b).

 You should spend about 45 minutes on part (a) and 30 minutes on part (b).

 For part (a), you should focus only on the extracts here rather than referring to the rest of your 
studied text.

(a) Compare how family tension is presented in these two extracts. You should consider:
• the situations and experiences faced by the characters
• how the characters react to these situations and experiences
• how language and dramatic features create effects.

 [20]

AND

(b) Explore another moment in An Inspector Calls where tensions in the Birling family are revealed.
 [20]

 Extract 1 from: An Inspector Calls by J. B. Priestley 

 
In this extract, Arthur Birling is preparing to toast the engaged couple.

Mrs Birling: Arthur, what about this famous toast of yours?

Birling: Yes, of course. (Clears his throat ). Well, Gerald, I know you agreed that we 
should only have this quiet little family party. It’s a pity Sir George and – er – Lady 
Croft can’t be with us, but they’re abroad and so it can’t be helped. As I told you, they 
sent me a very nice cable – couldn’t be nicer. I’m not sorry that we’re celebrating 
quietly like this –

Mrs Birling: Much nicer really.

Gerald: I agree.

Birling: So do I, but it makes speech-making more difficult – 

Eric (not too rudely): Well, don’t do any. We’ll drink their health and have done with it. 

Birling: No, we won’t. It’s one of the happiest nights of my life. And one day, I hope, 
Eric, when you’ve a daughter of your own, you’ll understand why. Gerald, I’m going 
to tell you frankly, without any pretences, that your engagement to Sheila means a 
tremendous lot to me. She’ll make you happy, and I’m sure you’ll make her happy. 
You’re just the kind of son-in-law I always wanted. Your father and I have been friendly 
rivals in business for some time now – though Crofts Limited are both older and bigger 
than Birling and Company – and now you’ve brought us together, and perhaps we 
may look forward to the time when Crofts and Birlings are no longer competing but are 
working together – for lower costs and higher prices.

Gerald: Hear, hear! And I think my father would agree to that.

Mrs Birling: Now Arthur, I don’t think you ought to talk business on an occasion like this.

Sheila: Neither do I. All wrong.

Question 4 (a) and (b) 

1.	Written in a convincing critical 
style, the response begins with a 
comparative overview of the extracts 
asserting that there is ‘concealed 
tension’ in An Inspector Calls 
whereas Councillors is ‘a very fast 
paced, explicitly angry play’. The 
candidate also observes that in 
both extracts there is ‘one character 
dominating the conversation’.  

General commentary
This is an insightful response which offers sustained comparison of the extracts, some thoughtful analysis of 
language and dramatic techniques and well-chosen textual references. Understanding of context is mostly 
convincing. It meets all the Level 5 criteria and is placed at the top of the level on a mark of 17.

1
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2.	The response then moves on to 
compare the way in which stage 
directions are used in the extracts 
firstly to draw attention to Mr Birling 
and ensure that he makes himself 
‘the focus of the room...making sure 
that only he is heard, which gives 
the other characters little chance to 
speak’ and presenting him as ‘an 
arrogant man’. 

3.	The candidate asserts that 
this ‘impulse to take over the 
conversation’ by Mr Birling increases 
tension for the audience ‘setting 
up...high tension and conflicts’ and 
compares it to the impact that Bill 
has in Councillors. 

4.	The candidate asserts that Bill is 
more ‘angry’ and ‘confrontational’ 
but that both characters are used by 
the playwrights to increase tension 
through being ‘demanding’. 

5.	The attempts by other characters 
to stand up to Mr Birling are 
considered with the candidate 
acknowledging the ‘friction’ 
caused by Eric’s attempt to stop 
his father’s speech as well as the 
‘small interruptions’ by the female 
characters. 

2

3

5

4



18 © OCR 2024

Exemplar candidate workGCSE English Literature J352/01 - Summer 2024

6.	This is neatly compared to the 
more even contributions by the 
characters in the unseen text. 

7.	The response also considers the 
cultural contexts of the extracts with 
understanding of how audiences 
of different periods would react 
to Mr Birling differently as well as 
how Priestly uses Mr Birling ‘as a 
mouthpiece to highlight the injustice 
and arrogance of a capitalist 
viewpoint’.

8.	This is neatly linked to Sheila’s 
relative silence in the extract despite 
the evening being a celebration of 
her engagement. 

7

8

6
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9.	Later in the response the 
candidate draws a contrast in the 
reactions of the female characters in 
the unseen extract where ‘all of the 
characters join in and start arguing’ 
and Eileen is presented as ‘a 
woman who stands her ground and 
doesn’t worry about starting a fight’ 
concluding that whereas An Inspector 
Calls is set in 1912, Councillors is 
a more modern text which shows 
powerful women, demonstrating 
convincing understanding of context. 

9

1.	The response begins with a rather 
general introduction but indicates that 
the chosen moment is Mrs Birling’s 
interrogation by the inspector. This 
is an appropriate moment to explore 
how family tension is presented.

General commentary
This is a response which offers a detailed personal response to both text and task and offers some insightful 
understanding. Textual references are relevant and there is some analysis of language and dramatic 
techniques. However, some unnecessary focus on contextual information makes the AO2 less developed than 
it could have been so the response does not fully meet the Level 5 criteria. It does, however, merit a mark at 
the lower end of the level as some of the AO2 analysis is thoughtful. 

1
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2.	The candidate firstly considers 
Mrs Birling’s prejudices against Eva 
Smith through the comment ‘as if 
a girl of that sort would ever refuse 
money’ pointing out the irony that 
Eva Smith did refuse to accept 
the stolen money Eric offered her 
highlighting how wrong Mrs Birling is 
and her ‘backward views’. 

3.	The response also explores the 
rising family tensions here as the 
audience know that Eva was carrying 
Mrs Birling’s own grandchild, and 
the candidate rightfully asserts that 
‘this slow release of information build 
up the tension until it explodes’ with 
Eric ‘in a fit of rage...causing her 
to beg and plead for her own son’s 
forgiveness’. 

4.	The candidate insightfully 
suggests that ‘the fundamental 
structure of the Birling family has 
been shattered’ but doesn’t develop 
the assertion further. 

5.	There is some unnecessary 
contextual information included in the 
response (as AO3 is not assessed 
in this part of Section A questions) 
which distracts from further AO2 
analysis and leads to slight repetition 
in the response. 

6.	However, here is an interesting 
parallel drawn between the 
Inspector’s ‘graphic language’ to 
describe Eva’s death earlier in the 
play and Eric’s ‘explicit, vivid wording’ 
when he accuses his mother of killing 
his child. The candidate asserts 
that this is due to Eric ‘breaking free 
from the capitalist mindset that was 
so rigidly instilled into him by his 
parents’ but again leads to to some 
unnecessary focus on AO3 at the 
expense of AO2. 

2

3

4

5

6
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7 7.	As the response draws to a 
conclusion, the candidate notes 
the Inspector’s relative silence at 
this point in the text linking it to the 
younger generation’s ‘confidence to 
stand up for themselves’. 
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Exemplar 2	 4a: 13 marks 4b: 12 marks 

1.	The candidate starts by arguing 
that ‘the intensity of the tension is 
higher in extract 2 [the unseen] than 
in extract 1[An Inspector Calls]’. 

2.	The candidate then outlines the 
content of the Mr Birling’s speech 
in An Inspector Calls, using some 
relevant quotations and stating that 
the use of the monologue ‘shows 
how initially he appears to have 
control of the situation’. 

3.	Mrs Birling’s short intervention is 
acknowledged as creating tension 
but this is not explained fully. There 
is a suggestion that this is Mrs Birling 
‘trying to take control of the situation’ 
with a reference to the relatively low 
status of women at that time but 
again this is not fully explored. 

General commentary
This response shows clear understanding of both extracts and focuses on the task using a credible critical 
style.  Key comparisons are offered. Relevant quotations support the points made and there is understanding of 
the situational context. It is a little repetitive and doesn’t develop the points fully enough but there is some AO2 
analysis of language and dramatic features. It meets most of the Level 4 criteria and is therefore given a mark 
of 13.

1

2

3
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4.	The candidate then moves on to 
describe the argument in the unseen 
extract noting Bill’s ‘sarcastic tone’ 
in response to Granny’s claim about 
politics being ‘a dirty game for dirty 
people’. 

5.	There is also some analysis of the 
repetition of ‘dirty’. 

6.	The candidate convincingly 
asserts that the tone used by the 
women in An Inspector Calls ‘is not 
as bitter or sarcastic as Bill’s’ thus 
demonstrating the higher intensity 
of tension in Councillors when 
compared to An Inspector Calls. 

5

4
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7.	The response then moves on to 
suggest that in An Inspector Calls 
‘the tension is brewing and builds 
up’ compared to the unseen extract 
where ‘it is sudden’. 

8.	There is some analysis of Eric’s 
interruption which is linked  to the 
context of generational attitudes. The 
observation that Birling’s monologue 
cuts through the interruption is better. 

9.	The candidate then returns to 
the immediacy of the tension in the 
unseen extract citing Bill’s ‘dismissive 
tone’ to Eileen.

7

8

9
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1.	The candidate chooses to look at 
the revelation that Eric is the child’s 
father as a moment where family 
tensions are revealed. This is an 
appropriate moment. 

2.	The response begins by referring 
to Mrs Birling’s demand that the 
Inspector should ‘look for the father’ 
citing the use of the imperative as 
evidence of ‘how firm she is and how 
she believes she is correct’. 

3.	This is then compared to her 
agitation later when she finds out the 
truth about her son’s involvement 
with the candidate recognising the 
dramatic irony created. 

4.	There is some analysis of Mrs 
Birling’s ‘use of the future tense’ but 
this is not fully explained.

General commentary
This response shows clear understanding of both extracts and focuses on the task using a credible critical 
style.  Key comparisons are offered. Relevant quotations support the points made and there is understanding of 
the situational context. It is a little repetitive and doesn’t develop the points fully enough but there is some AO2 
analysis of language and dramatic features. It meets most of the Level 4 criteria and is therefore given a mark 
of 13.
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5.	The candidate then moves on 
to Eric’s entrance at the end of 
Act 2 but the ‘non-verbal form of 
communication’ and ‘disagreements 
with the inspector’ alluded to are not 
entirely clear. 

6.	The assertion that ‘Birling’s own 
commands in his own house are 
disrespected by the Inspector’ is 
more convincingly handled with 
relevant support from the text, as 
well as the use of the stage direction 
‘explosively’ which the candidate 
correctly asserts as revealing 
‘Birling...fuming with anger’. 

7.	The candidate then returns to 
Act 2 and explores Mrs Birling’s 
dismissal of Sheila’s warnings as 
creating further tension.

5

6

7
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Exemplar 1	 5a: 17 marks 5b: 17 marks 
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5  Leave Taking by Winsome Pinnock and Shameless by Gurpreet Kaur Bhatti

 Read the two extracts below and then answer both part (a) and part (b).

 You should spend about 45 minutes on part (a) and 30 minutes on part (b).

 For part (a), you should focus only on the extracts here rather than referring to the rest of your 
studied text.

(a) Compare how a meeting between sisters is presented in these two extracts. You should consider:
• the situations and experiences faced by the characters
• how the characters react to these situations and experiences
• how language and dramatic features create effects.

 [20]

AND

(b) Explore another moment in Leave Taking which presents the relationship between the sisters.
 [20]

 Extract 1 from: Leave Taking by Winsome Pinnock

 
In Scene Three, Viv visits Del in Mai’s house.

Viv: How you gonna manage? Baby’s gonna need clothes, nappies. I’ll help look after 
it if you come home.

Del: Let me get on with my life, can’t you?

Viv: I want to be there when it comes.

Del: Hold my hand? Be escaping yourself in – what? – coupla months? You’ll be going 
to wild parties, there’ll be sex, drugs, booze. (Looks Viv up and down.) No, you won’t, 
will you? You’re such a good girl.

Viv: I’m not as good as you think.

Del: Why, what you been up to?

Viv: Wouldn’t you like to know? So, what d’you do all day?

Del: There’s loads to do round here. I’m in charge of them chickens. They’ve all got 
their own unique personalities. 

Viv: What happened with you and Roy?

Del: I’m finished with men.

Viv: Did you beg?

Del: No, I did not beg./ What is wrong with you?

Viv: Sharon Gibbs got down on her knees on Oxford Street.

Question 5 (a) and (b) 

1.	The response opens with a 
comparative overview of the two 
extracts as both depicting a meeting 
between sisters where one has left 
home and the other visits in an effort 
to persuade them to return leading to 
a defensive attitude. 

2.	The candidate refers to techniques 
used by the writers to increase 
tension such as rhetorical questions, 
short sentences and stage directions, 
setting out what is to be explored as 
the response develops.

General commentary
This is a well-developed personal response to both text and task with a convincing critical style in which there is 
good use of relevant subject terminology. Comparison is sustained and there is some insightful understanding 
demonstrated with convincing understanding of the situational contexts in each extract and some thoughtful 
analysis of language and structure. The response meets all the Level 5 criteria and is therefore given a mark of 
17 at the top of the level. It does not have the analytical precision and perception of a Level 6 response. 

1
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3.	Moving on the extract from Leave 
Taking, the candidate focuses on the 
presentation of Del and Viv as ‘polar 
opposites’ demonstrated through 
Del mocking Viv about being ‘such 
a good girl’. The candidate suggests 
this is Del being defensive and trying 
to show ‘she isn’t as bad as Viv 
thinks. 

4.	This is then compared to Jaspal’s 
‘defensive position’ in the unseen 
extract ‘which is shown through her 
blunt tone and lack of engagement’. 

5.	There follows some insightful 
analysis of her language used 
to make Sati listen to her side of 
the story rather than the ‘wrong’ 
impression she has been given. 

6.	The response then moves on 
to compare how both Del in Leave 
Taking and Jaspal in Shameless 
feel ‘wronged by society’ with some 
convincing understanding of their 
contextual situations shown through 
analysis of Del’s generalised use 
of ‘men’ and Jaspal’s use of ‘they’ 
‘creating a distance between her 
other family’. 

7.	The candidate moves on to 
compare how stage directions and 
rhetorical questions are used in 
both extracts to build up tension 
through making Viv ‘feel uneasy as 
though she is now the sister being 
questioned’ and Sati’s questions 
shifting ‘blame onto Jaspal’. Again, 
the analysis here is insightful and 
uses some well-chosen textual 
support. 

3
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8.	The candidate concludes that both 
sisters who have left home ‘come out 
as justified and independent’ and ‘the 
visiting sister has sympathy for them. 

8

1.	The candidate selects the moment 
where Viv walks out of her A Level 
examination and goes to visit Del. 
This is a suitable moment to explore 
how the relationship between the 
two sisters is presented, and the 
candidate cites the development 
in audience understanding of both 
characters in this extract. 

2.	In the introduction, the candidate 
acknowledges that the audience 
both ‘sympathise with Del’s 
disappointment but also support Viv 
as she begins to follow her heart...’. 

3.	The candidate moves on to 
thoughtfully analyse Viv’s language 
as depicting ‘her changed mindset...
and her yearning to be more than just 
a student’. Some well-chosen textual 
support enables this. 

General commentary
This is a well-developed personal response to both text and task with a convincing critical style in which there is 
good use of relevant subject terminology. There is insightful understanding demonstrated with some thoughtful 
analysis of language and dramatic techniques. The response meets all the Level 5 criteria and is therefore 
given a mark of 17 at the top of the level.

1

2

3



30 © OCR 2024

Exemplar candidate workGCSE English Literature J352/01 - Summer 2024

4.	Del’s response is explored 
thoroughly with some insightful 
understanding of her ‘dissapointment 
in Viv’ (sic). Her use of an 
‘aggressive tone’ and ‘direct address’ 
are used to suggest that Del thinks 
Viv is ‘making the wrong decisions’. 

5.	The candidate then moves on 
to consider the argument from an 
ideological perspective asserting 
that there is ‘a conflict between their 
ideologies’ which ‘builds tension’ 
for the audience ‘as we are left 
struggling to keep up’. 

6.	There is some insightful analysis 
of how the playwright uses short 
sentences ‘to speed up the 
exchange’ until ‘the slamming of the 
door’ which ‘represents Del cutting 
Viv off’. In this section the candidate 
shows insightful awareness of 
dramatic tension. 

7.	The conclusion repeats earlier 
points rather than adding anything 
further to the response.

4
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Exemplar 2	 5a: 13 marks 5b: 8 marks 

1.	The response opens with a 
comparative overview of the two 
extracts as both demonstrating 
‘the connection between siblings, 
portraying it as the closest 
relationship a person can have’. 
This is developed to suggest that it 
‘allows the characters to open up and 
discuss the true emotions’ behind 
their decisions to leave home. 

2.	The response then cites the 
supportive intentions of both younger 
sisters due to the older ones 
‘isolating themselves’ starting with 
Viv’s offer to help Del with the baby. 

3.	Del’s defensive reaction is 
analysed well through the use of her 
rhetorical question which emphasises 
‘she doesn’t trust what Viv says’, 
leading to ‘conflict and tension 
between the two...’. 

4.	The candidate then compares 
this to the unseen extract in which 
‘Sati has a more docile and loving 
approach’ but ‘is met with a more 
hostile and unaccepting response’. 
However, the candidate perhaps 
misses the reason for Sati’s 
defensive reaction to the implication 
that she needs to apologise instead 
taking the suggestion that she has 
‘done something wrong’ at face 
value. 

General commentary
This response shows mostly clear understanding of both extracts and focuses on the task using a credible 
critical style. Key comparisons are offered. Relevant quotations support the points made and there is 
understanding of the situational context. It is a little repetitive and doesn’t develop the points fully enough but 
there is some AO2 analysis of language and dramatic features. It meets most of the Level 4 criteria and is 
therefore given a mark of 13.
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5.	The response moves on to 
compare Sati and Del’s ‘distrust and 
fear of judgement’ and asserts that 
both are hiding something but does 
not fully explore this assertion. 

5
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General commentary
Although this is an undeveloped response, there is enough understanding to meet some of the Level 3 criteria 
as it moves beyond beginning to develop a straightforward response. There is some textual support and an 
attempt to include AO2 explanations. To improve, it needs more development, analysis and detailed support 
from the text in response to the task. This places the response at the lower end of Level 3 on a mark of 8.

1.	This response looks at the 
moment when Viv misses her English 
examination (although the suggestion 
that she returns home is incorrect). It 
is a mostly descriptive approach but 
does make some relevant points with 
some support from the text. 

2.	For example, the assertion 
that ‘Viv feels like she can’t relate 
her experiences to what she has 
learnt’ is shown through the use 
of a metaphor is supported with a 
relevant quotation. 

3.	Del’s ‘hostile attitude’ is also 
illustrated, as well as her care for 
Viv and the fact that she ‘recognises 
her potential, which is why she is so 
angry’. 

4.	There is also understanding that 
Del ‘doesn’t want Viv to turn out like 
she did’ and the candidate asserts 
that Del ‘feels that its her duty to look 
after Viv’ (sic). 

1
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Exemplar 1	 17 plus 3 for SPaG  marks 

16

J352/01 Jun24© OCR 2024

Section B – 19th century prose

Answer one question from this section.

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

Choose ONE question. 

You should spend about 45 minutes on this section.

EITHER 

7* How does Dickens present the importance of social class, in this extract and elsewhere in the 
novel? 

 [40]

 
In this extract, Pip is visiting Satis House for the first time.

‘Estella, take him down. Let him have something to eat, and let him roam and look 
about him while he eats. Go, Pip.’

I followed the candle down, as I had followed the candle up, and she stood it in the 
place where we had found it. Until she opened the side entrance, I had fancied, 
without thinking about it, that it must necessarily be night-time. The rush of the daylight 
quite confounded me, and made me feel as if I had been in the candlelight of the 
strange room many hours.

‘You are to wait here, you boy,’ said Estella; and disappeared and closed the door.

I took the opportunity of being alone in the courtyard, to look at my coarse hands 
and my common boots. My opinion of those accessories was not favourable. They 
had never troubled me before, but they troubled me now, as vulgar appendages. I 
determined to ask Joe why he had ever taught me to call those picture-cards, Jacks, 
which ought to be called knaves. I wished Joe had been rather more genteelly brought 
up, and then I should have been so too.

She came back, with some bread and meat and a little mug of beer. She put the mug 
down on the stones of the yard, and gave me the bread and meat without looking at 
me, as insolently as if I were a dog in disgrace. I was so humiliated, hurt, spurned, 
offended, angry, sorry - I cannot hit upon the right name for the smart - God knows 
what its name was - that tears started to my eyes. The moment they sprang there, the 
girl looked at me with a quick delight in having been the cause of them. This gave me 
power to keep them back and to look at her: so she gave a contemptuous toss - but 
with a sense, I thought, of having made too sure that I was so wounded - and left me.

OR

8* ‘In Great Expectations there are no happy parent and child relationships.’ How far do you agree 
with this view?

 Explore at least two moments from the novel to support your ideas.
 [40]

 5

10

15

20

Question 8

1.	In this discursive response the 
candidate explores whether there 
are any happy parent and child 
relationships in the novel. The 
response starts by confirming that 
the response is going to look at 
relationships involving a parental 
figure – ‘an adult who acts as a 
parent’. 

2.	Firstly the candidate examines the 
relationship between Joe and Pip 
acknowledging that ‘although Joe is 
not Pip’s real father, he acts like it’. 

3.	The candidate cites that Mrs Joe 
is ‘a horrible person who abuses Pip’ 
but states that Joe makes it possible 
for him to ‘enjoy home’. 

4.	There is an explanation of Pip’s 
reference to Joe as ‘Hercules’ to 
show ‘just how much Pip admires 
him and his constant references to 
joe as his ‘best friend’. The response 
does not offer much exploration but 
uses some textual support. 

5.	The candidate then moves on to 
Magwitch and Pip citing Pip’s initial 
fear due to the way Magwitch is 
described. There is a little analysis 
of this language but again, it lacks 
development. 

General commentary
This is a reasonably developed response which selects some appropriate relationships to explore. However, 
it lacks the details and support required to show clear understanding. There are some relevant textual 
references, and some explanations of the language used to describe Magwitch. There is some awareness of 
context, but it is not always secure. The response meets most of the Level 3 criteria so is given a mark of 17. 
To gain a higher mark, there needs to be more detailed use of the text to demonstrate clear understanding, 
more relevant context and greater focus on language and structure. The response is mostly accurate with 
adequate vocabulary so gets a SPaG mark of 3. 
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6.	The comments on how Pip and 
Magwitch’s relationship changes 
are vague and rather general but 
show some understanding that they 
eventually become closer. 

7.	The response then examines Miss 
Havisham’s relationship with Estella 
but in rather simple terms of ‘not very 
happy’ and ‘somewhat happy’ without 
offering textual details and support to 
demonstrate understanding of what 
makes their relationship so complex. 
There is some sense of Miss 
Havisham’s regret, but it is too vague 
to gain much credit. 

8.	The response then returns to Mrs 
Joe, again citing that her behaviour 
makes Pip and Joe closer but not 
offering textual support or details. 

9.	The contextual knowledge offered 
here is muddled.

6
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Exemplar 1	 36  plus 4 for SPaG  marks 
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Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

Choose ONE question. 

You should spend about 45 minutes on this section.

EITHER

9* How does Austen present the importance of social status, in this extract and elsewhere in the 
novel?

 [40]

 
In this extract, Lady Catherine visits Elizabeth to warn her against becoming engaged to Darcy.

‘I will not be interrupted. Hear me in silence. My daughter and my nephew are formed 
for each other. They are descended on the maternal side, from the same noble line; 
and, on the father’s, from respectable, honourable, and ancient, though untitled, 
families. Their fortune on both sides is splendid. They are destined for each other by 
the voice of every member of their respective houses; and what is to divide them? The 
upstart pretensions of a young woman without family, connections, or fortune. Is this to 
be endured! But it must not, shall not be. If you were sensible of your own good, you 
would not wish to quit the sphere in which you have been brought up.’

‘In marrying your nephew, I should not consider myself as quitting that sphere. He is a 
gentleman; I am a gentleman’s daughter; so far we are equal.’

‘True. You are a gentleman’s daughter. But who was your mother? Who are your 
uncles and aunts? Do not imagine me ignorant of their condition.’

‘Whatever my connections may be,’ said Elizabeth, ‘if your nephew does not object to 
them, they can be nothing to you.’

‘Tell me once for all, are you engaged to him?’

Though Elizabeth would not, for the mere purpose of obliging Lady Catherine, have 
answered this question, she could not but say, after a moment’s deliberation,

‘I am not.’

Lady Catherine seemed pleased.

‘And will you promise me, never to enter into such an engagement?’

‘I will make no promise of the kind.’

OR

10* ‘In Pride and Prejudice it is hard to understand why Elizabeth Bennet and Charlotte Lucas are 
friends as they are very different from each other.’ How far do you agree with this view? 

 Explore at least two moments from the novel to support your ideas.
 [40]
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Question 9

1.	This response to the extract-
based question begins by offering 
an overview of the how the extract 
given in the question fits into the text 
as a whole citing Lady Catherine 
de Bourgh’s determination ‘to 
prove wrong the rumours’ of ‘Mr 
Darcy and Elizabeth’s alliance’. 
The candidate also asserts that the 
‘tense interaction is almost comical 
to readers as Austen satirises those 
of higher rank to shed light on the 
hypocrisy of social standing that 
held too much weight in Regency 
society as they determined marriage 
key to financial independence and 
security of women of this era’ (sic), 
simultaneously demonstrating 
understanding of both the tone of the 
extract and the implications of the 
contextual setting. 

General commentary
This is an informed and perceptive response written in a coherent critical style. Understanding of context 
informs the response and there is developed and detailed analysis of language and structure. Quotations and 
precise and used to support perceptive exploration and analysis of the text. The candidate demonstrates an 
excellent working knowledge of the text. It meets all the Level 6 criteria and is given mark of 36 at the top of the 
level. It is also consistently accurate with a wide vocabulary so gets 4 for SPaG.

1
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2.	The response goes on to explore 
Lady Catherine’s ‘rudeness and 
impropriety’ which the candidate 
asserts is permitted due to her 
superior social standing. 

3.	This is supported through 
perceptive analysis of her 
‘commanding’ language due to her 
use of imperatives. 

4.	The candidate argues that 
this ‘undervalues Lizzie’ and is 
‘degrading’. The analysis of Lady 
Catherine’s dismissal of Lizzie as 
a ‘Young woman without family, 
connections, or fortune’ is precise 
and supports the assertion that 
Lady Catherine is demonstrating her 
‘disgust’ through her language.

2
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5.	There follows equally detailed 
and very thorough analysis of Lady 
Catherine’s suggestion that Lizzie is 
‘an intruder, an obstacle’ to her plans 
for Darcy and her own daughter. 

6.	Again, contextual knowledge 
is used to underpin the textual 
exploration and analysis very 
effectively. 

7.	The response moves on to explore 
another moment in the text when 
Darcy’s ‘prejudices towards Lizzie’s 
inferior rank guard him from his love 
for her’ using his language such as 
‘inferiority of your connections....
so decidedly beneath my own’ to 
analyse how Austen presents social 
status as an ‘obstacle’ and Darcy’s 
love for Lizzie as an ‘immense 
struggle and torment’. 

5
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8.	Finally the candidate explores Mr 
Collins and Austen presenting ‘the 
importance of social status through 
the ridiculing’ of his character. The 
candidate asserts that Mr Collins 
worships those of higher ranks’ such 
as Lady Catherine drawing attention 
to his status as a ‘humble clergyman’ 
and the irony of his worshipping of 
‘the higher ranks’ rather than his 
sense of ‘humility and devotion to 
God’. 

9.	The candidate’s perceptive 
observations of Mr Collins as 
pathetic’,  ‘obsequious’ and 
‘helplessly obsessed with Lady 
Catherine - thirsty for rank and 
status’ are very well drawn and show 
an informed understanding of the 
‘comedy’ created by his character 
but also the importance of how 
social status impacts the behaviour, 
attitudes and actions of other 
characters too.

8
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Exemplar 1	 28 plus 4 for SPaG marks 
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The War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells 

Choose ONE question. 

You should spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

EITHER

11* How does Wells present human survival, in this extract and elsewhere in the novel?
 [40]

 
In this extract, the narrator describes London as people evacuate the city.

‘It’s all over,’ he said. ‘They’ve lost one — just one. And they’ve made their footing good 
and crippled the greatest power in the world. They’ve walked over us. The death of 
that one at Weybridge was an accident. And these are only pioneers. They kept on 
coming. These green stars – – I’ve seen none these five or six days, but I’ve no doubt 
they’re falling somewhere every night. Nothing’s to be done. We’re under! We’re beat!’

I made him no answer. I sat staring before me, trying in vain to devise some 
countervailing thought.

‘This isn’t a war,’ said the artilleryman. ‘It never was a war, any more than there’s war 
between man and ants.’

Suddenly I recalled the night in the observatory.

‘After the tenth shot they fired no more – – at least, until the first cylinder came.’

‘How do you know?’ said the artilleryman. I explained. He thought. ‘Something wrong 
with the gun,’ he said. ‘But what if there is? They’ll get it right again. And even if there’s 
a delay, how can it alter the end? It’s just men and ants. There’s the ants builds their 
cities, live their lives, have wars, revolutions, until the men want them out of the way, 
and then they go out of the way. That’s what we are now – – just ants. Only – – –

‘Yes,’ I said.

‘We’re eatable ants.’

We sat looking at each other.

‘And what will they do with us?’ I said.

‘That’s what I’ve been thinking,’ he said; ‘that’s what I’ve been thinking. After 
Weybridge I went south – – thinking. I saw what was up. Most of the people were hard 
at it squealing and exciting themselves. But I’m not so fond of squealing. I’ve been in 
sight of death once or twice; I’m not an ornamental soldier, and at the best and worst, 
death – – it’s just death. And it’s the man that keeps on thinking comes through. I saw 
everyone tracking away south. Says I, “Food won’t last this way,” and I turned right 
back. I went for the Martians like a sparrow goes for man. All round’ – – he waved a 
hand to the horizon – – ‘they’re starving in heaps, bolting, treading on each other. . .’

OR 

12* ‘The Curate is selfish and deserves no sympathy.’ How far do you agree with this view? 

 Explore at least two moments from the novel to support your ideas. 
 [40]
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Question 11

In this response to the extract-
based question on The War of the 
Worlds, the candidate explores 
how Wells presents human survival 
through focusing on key language 
in the extract and neatly linking it to 
moments in the wider text.

1. The response begins with 
exploring the way in which the 
Martians are presented as infinitely 
superior to human beings throughout 
the text by citing the artilleryman’s 
comparison ‘of humans to mere 
“ants”. 

2. The candidate argues that it 
presents Martians as ‘superior to 
humans’ linking this neatly to the 
high reputational status of the British 
Army at the time to emphasise the 
devastating effect of his words. 

3. The candidate then parallels this 
to a moment in Chapter 12 where 
humans are described as ‘little 
frogs hurrying’ in their attempt to 
escape the Martians offering some 
developed analysis of how humans 
are depicted as inferior and ‘weak’ 
through these comparisons to small 
insignificant creatures. 

4. This leads on to an assertion that 
Wells is presenting ‘assymetrical 
warfare, describing a war in which 
one side is much more potent than 
the other...suggesting that humanity’s 
chance of survival is very low’ (sic). 

General commentary
This is an insightful response which shows thorough knowledge of the whole text through the ability to make 
very precise links throughout. There is some developed analysis of language and contextual information is 
used to inform the analysis. To gain a higher mark the candidate needs to develop ideas more fully and use a 
wider range of textual support. The response meets the level 5 criteria and is given a mark of 30 at the top of 
the level.  It is also consistently accurate with a wide vocabulary so gets 4 for SPaG.
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5. The response then moves on 
to consider the way that man’s 
arrogance’ is presented in the 
extract and wider text, through the 
artilleryman’s claim that the Martian’s 
‘have crippled the greatest power in 
the world’. 

6. The candidate demonstrates good 
contextual understanding citing the 
British Empire’s power at the time 
and alluding to ‘the destruction of 
humanity’s “inferior races” referenced 
elsewhere in the text. The fact that 
the Martians can dominate such a 
powerful imperial power is cited as 
evidence of their massive superiority. 

7.	The candidate finally considers 
how society is presented as 
breaking down in the extract and 
wider text through the artilleryman’s 
observation of people “starving in 
heaps, bolting, treading on each 
other...’. 

8. This is skilfully paralleled to the 
lack of order described in another 
moment in the text where even the 
police are seen “breaking people’s 
heads” instead of protecting them.  

5
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Exemplar 1	 28 plus 4 for SPaG marks 

In this response to the extract-
based question on The War of the 
Worlds, the candidate explores 
how Wells presents human survival 
through focusing on key language 
in the extract and neatly linking it to 
moments in the wider text.

1. The response begins with 
exploring the way in which the 
Martians are presented as infinitely 
superior to human beings throughout 
the text by citing the artilleryman’s 
comparison ‘of humans to mere 
“ants”. 

2. The candidate argues that it 
presents Martians as ‘superior to 
humans’ linking this neatly to the 
high reputational status of the British 
Army at the time to emphasise the 
devastating effect of his words. 

3. The candidate then parallels this 
to a moment in Chapter 12 where 
humans are described as ‘little 
frogs hurrying’ in their attempt to 
escape the Martians offering some 
developed analysis of how humans 
are depicted as inferior and ‘weak’ 
through these comparisons to small 
insignificant creatures. 

4. This leads on to an assertion that 
Wells is presenting ‘assymetrical 
warfare, describing a war in which 
one side is much more potent than 
the other...suggesting that humanity’s 
chance of survival is very low’ (sic). 

1
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The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Choose ONE question. 

You should spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

EITHER

13* How does Stevenson present secrecy and deception, in this extract and elsewhere in the novel?
[40]

 

In this extract Jekyll shows Mr. Utterson a letter from Hyde which confirms Hyde has gone and 
will not return.

The letter was written in an odd, upright hand, and signed ‘Edward Hyde’; and it 
signified, briefly enough, that the writer’s benefactor, Dr. Jekyll, whom he had long 
so unworthily repaid for a thousand generosities, need labour under no alarm for 
his safety, as he had means of escape on which he placed a sure dependence. The 
lawyer liked this letter well enough; it put a better colour on the intimacy than he had 
looked for; and he blamed himself for some of his past suspicions.

‘Have you the envelope?’ he asked.

‘I burned it,’ replied Jekyll, ‘before I thought what I was about. But it bore no 
postmark. The note was handed in.’

‘Shall I keep this and sleep upon it?’ asked Utterson.

‘I wish you to judge for me entirely,’ was the reply. ‘I have lost confidence in myself.’

‘Well, I shall consider,’ returned the lawyer. ‘And now one word more: it was Hyde 
who dictated the terms in your will about that disappearance?’

The doctor seemed seized with a qualm of faintness; he shut his mouth tight and 
nodded.

‘I knew it,’ said Utterson. ‘He meant to murder you. You have had a fine escape.’

‘I have had what is far more to the purpose,’ returned the doctor solemnly: ‘I have had 
a lesson—O God, Utterson, what a lesson I have had!’ And he covered his face for a 
moment with his hands.

On his way out, the lawyer stopped and had a word or two with Poole. ‘By the by,’ 
said he, ‘there was a letter handed in today: what was the messenger like?’ But Poole 
was positive nothing had come except by post; ‘and only circulars by that,’ he added.

OR

14* ‘The end of the story gives Jekyll what he deserves.’ How far do you agree with this view? 

 Explore at least two moments from the novel to support your ideas.
 [40]
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Question 13

This response to the extract-based 
question explores how Stevenson 
presents secrecy and deception in 
the extract given and in the wider 
text.  

1.	The response begins by focusing 
on ‘Jekyll’s unwillingness to speak’ 
in the extract and immediately 
offers a link to another moment to 
be explored: ‘the story of the door’ 
where ‘ambiguity is used’ to deceive. 

2.	The candidate then offers a 
detailed exploration of the extract 
closely analysing the writer’s use 
of literary techniques such as 
sibilance and repetition to offer some 
insightful understanding of Jekyll’s 
behaviour in the extract which is 
closely linked to his secrecy and 
refusal to admit the truth to Utterson. 
The analysis is centred on well-
chosen textual references and also 
includes reference to the need for 
Victorian gentlemen to protect their 
reputations. 

3.	The candidate then moves on to 
the wider text to explore Enfield’s 
account of the story of the door. His 
description of having been to ‘some 
place at the end of the world’ is 
cited as deliberately ambiguous as 
if ‘he was engaged in some form of 
scandalous activity’

General commentary
This response is written in a convincing critical style but lacks the coherence and precision expected for a Level 
6 response. It is insightful with some developed analysis of language, well-selected textual references, and 
mostly convincing contextual knowledge. It meets most of the Level 5 criteria and is therefore awarded a mark 
of 28.  It is also consistently accurate with a wide vocabulary so gets 4 for SPaG.

1
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In this response to the extract-
based question on The War of the 
Worlds, the candidate explores 
how Wells presents human survival 
through focusing on key language 
in the extract and neatly linking it to 
moments in the wider text.

1. The response begins with 
exploring the way in which the 
Martians are presented as infinitely 
superior to human beings throughout 
the text by citing the artilleryman’s 
comparison ‘of humans to mere 
“ants”. 

2. The candidate argues that it 
presents Martians as ‘superior to 
humans’ linking this neatly to the 
high reputational status of the British 
Army at the time to emphasise the 
devastating effect of his words. 

3. The candidate then parallels this 
to a moment in Chapter 12 where 
humans are described as ‘little 
frogs hurrying’ in their attempt to 
escape the Martians offering some 
developed analysis of how humans 
are depicted as inferior and ‘weak’ 
through these comparisons to small 
insignificant creatures. 

4. This leads on to an assertion that 
Wells is presenting ‘assymetrical 
warfare, describing a war in which 
one side is much more potent than 
the other...suggesting that humanity’s 
chance of survival is very low’ (sic). 

4.	The candidate also explores his 
reluctance to gossip which is viewed 
by the candidate as hypocritical as 
that is exactly what he has been 
doing. 

5.	The response then moves on to 
exploring Stevenson’s descriptions 
of Mr Hyde asserting that they are 
‘ambiguous in order to highlight 
the deceptiveness...’. The ensuing 
analysis considers ‘the anaphoric 
repetition of “something” ‘, ‘the 
alliterative “d” ‘, and the general 
lack of detail used by Stevenson to 
‘create a theme of terror’ and evoke 
‘disgust’.  

6.	This is reasonably neatly linked to 
‘Victorian times’ where ‘physiognomy 
was very prominent in society’. 

7.	The response then moves on to 
consider the importance of narrative 
devices such as ‘documents and 
accounts’ which are used as ‘plot 
devices’ to ‘reveal information...bit by 
bit’ and returns to the extract to look 
at the significance of the letter. 

4

5

6

7



45 © OCR 2024

Exemplar candidate workGCSE English Literature J352/01 - Summer 2024

8.	This leads to further insightful 
analysis of the letter’s features and 
contents, such as the description of 
the handwriting as ‘odd’. 

9.	This is neatly linked to the moment 
later in the text when Utterson learns 
that it is ‘Jekyll’s own hand’. 

10.	The conclusion summarises 
some of the main points already 
covered in the response.

8

9

10
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Exemplar 1	 24 plus 3 for SPaG marks 
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The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Choose ONE question. 

You should spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

EITHER

13* How does Stevenson present secrecy and deception, in this extract and elsewhere in the novel?
[40]

 

In this extract Jekyll shows Mr. Utterson a letter from Hyde which confirms Hyde has gone and 
will not return.

The letter was written in an odd, upright hand, and signed ‘Edward Hyde’; and it 
signified, briefly enough, that the writer’s benefactor, Dr. Jekyll, whom he had long 
so unworthily repaid for a thousand generosities, need labour under no alarm for 
his safety, as he had means of escape on which he placed a sure dependence. The 
lawyer liked this letter well enough; it put a better colour on the intimacy than he had 
looked for; and he blamed himself for some of his past suspicions.

‘Have you the envelope?’ he asked.

‘I burned it,’ replied Jekyll, ‘before I thought what I was about. But it bore no 
postmark. The note was handed in.’

‘Shall I keep this and sleep upon it?’ asked Utterson.

‘I wish you to judge for me entirely,’ was the reply. ‘I have lost confidence in myself.’

‘Well, I shall consider,’ returned the lawyer. ‘And now one word more: it was Hyde 
who dictated the terms in your will about that disappearance?’

The doctor seemed seized with a qualm of faintness; he shut his mouth tight and 
nodded.

‘I knew it,’ said Utterson. ‘He meant to murder you. You have had a fine escape.’

‘I have had what is far more to the purpose,’ returned the doctor solemnly: ‘I have had 
a lesson—O God, Utterson, what a lesson I have had!’ And he covered his face for a 
moment with his hands.

On his way out, the lawyer stopped and had a word or two with Poole. ‘By the by,’ 
said he, ‘there was a letter handed in today: what was the messenger like?’ But Poole 
was positive nothing had come except by post; ‘and only circulars by that,’ he added.

OR

14* ‘The end of the story gives Jekyll what he deserves.’ How far do you agree with this view? 

 Explore at least two moments from the novel to support your ideas.
 [40]
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Question 14

This response to the discursive 
question focuses on whether Jekyll is 
given what he deserves at the end of 
the novel. 

1.	This response opens with the 
candidate agreeing that he does 
deserve his death and cites his 
enjoyment of murdering Carew and 
his role in Lanyon’s death as the 
justification for this view which will be 
explored in the response. 

2.	The candidate then looks at the 
description of Carew’s murder in 
reasonable detail offering some 
analysis of the language and 
techniques used to make the 
descriptions ‘gruesome’ through ‘the 
semantic field of violence’. 

3.	Relevant quotations are selected 
to illustrate this and the candidate 
also links it to Darwin and Mr Hyde’s 
‘primitive’ nature. 

4.	The candidate also asserts that 
the shocking nature of the crime is 
exacerbated by ‘the high status of 
Sir Danvers Carew’ showing clear 
understanding of relevant contextual 
knowledge.

General commentary
This response is written in a credible critical style with clear understanding and relevant textual support. There 
is some analysis of language and structure and some relevant contextual considerations. It does not have 
the insight for a Level 5 response but the inclusion of Jekyll’s own memories and feelings about the murder of 
Carew does develop the understanding sufficiently to place it at the top end of Level 4 on a mark of 24. 
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5.	The candidate develops the 
justification of the assertion that 
this murder justifies Jekyll’s death 
later by looking closely at what 
Jekyll himself says about the 
murder in his statement in Chapter 
10. The language used such as 
‘a transport of glee’ and ‘tasting 
delight’ is effectively used to support 
the candidate’s assertion that ‘he 
enjoyed killing Carew’ and ‘seems 
to have no remorse’, although the 
candidate does acknowledge that 
later in his statement he is more 
remorseful thus contradicting the 
earlier claim. 

5
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6.	The response then begins to 
explore the role played by Jekyll in 
Lanyon’s death when he transforms 
in front of him. 

7.	There is some analysis of the 
language used to describe Lanyon’s 
shocked and appalled reactions 
to what he witnesses. There is 
competent use of subject terminology 
and a short conclusion again stating 
agreement with the view in the 
question.

6

7
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Exemplar 1	 32 plus 4 for SPaG marks 
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A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

Choose ONE question. 

You should spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

EITHER

17* How does Dickens present care for the poor, in this extract and elsewhere in the novel? [40]

 

In this extract Scrooge is visited in his counting-house by two men collecting charity donations 
for the poor.

‘At this festive season of the year, Mr. Scrooge,’ said the gentleman, taking up a pen, ‘it 
is more than usually desirable that we should make some slight provision for the poor 
and destitute, who suffer greatly at the present time. Many thousands are in want of 
common necessaries; hundreds of thousands are in want of common comforts, sir.’

‘Are there no prisons?’ asked Scrooge.

‘Plenty of prisons,’ said the gentleman, laying down the pen again.

‘And the Union workhouses?’ demanded Scrooge. ‘Are they still in operation?’

‘They are. Still,’ returned the gentleman, ‘I wish I could say they were not.’

‘The Treadmill and the Poor Law are in full vigour, then?’ said Scrooge.

‘Both very busy, sir.’

‘Oh! I was afraid, from what you said at first, that something had occurred to stop them 
in their useful course,’ said Scrooge. ‘I’m very glad to hear it.’

‘Under the impression that they scarcely furnish Christian cheer of mind or body to the 
multitude,’ returned the gentleman, ‘a few of us are endeavouring to raise a fund to buy 
the Poor some meat and drink, and means of warmth. We choose this time, because it 
is a time, of all others, when Want is keenly felt, and Abundance rejoices. What shall I 
put you down for?’

‘Nothing!’ Scrooge replied.

‘You wish to be anonymous?’

‘I wish to be left alone,’ said Scrooge. ‘Since you ask me what I wish, gentlemen, that 
is my answer. I don’t make merry myself at Christmas, and I can’t afford to make idle 
people merry. I help to support the establishments I have mentioned: they cost enough: 
and those who are badly off must go there.’

‘Many can’t go there; and many would rather die.’

‘If they would rather die,’ said Scrooge, ‘they had better do it, and decrease the surplus 
population.’

OR

18* ‘Out of the three Christmas ghosts, the vision presented by the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come 
has the biggest effect on Scrooge.’ How far do you agree with this view? 

 Explore at least two moments from the novel to support your ideas. [40]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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Question 18

This response to the discursive 
question explores the importance of 
the impact of Ghost of Christmas Yet 
to Come on Scrooge. 

1.	It opens by outlining the 
importance of this ‘powerful spectre’ 
but also citing the importance of the 
Ghost of Christmas Present. This 
is an appropriate approach to this 
question. 

General commentary
This is an informed response to the text with some thoughtful and well-developed analysis of language and 
structure. It shows insightful and sometimes perceptive understanding with some convincing use of contextual 
knowledge to support the analysis. At times, it could have been developed further but it does enough to be 
awarded a mark of 32 at the lower end of Level 6.  It is also consistently accurate with a wide vocabulary so 
gets 4 for SPaG.

1
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2.	The candidate begins by asserting 
that the importance of the Ghost 
of Christmas Yet to Come lies in 
the ‘fear’ instilled into Scrooge 
about ‘unaltered futures’ thus 
‘demonstrating the importance of 
changing for the better…one of the 
main moral messages in the novella’. 

3.	The response then offers analysis 
of the ’dark imagery’ used to describe 
the ghost linking it to the ‘dark effects 
of ignorance and greed’. 

4.	This analysis is developed 
thoughtfully to consider the ‘dark 
room’ with the unwatched body 
linking the use of the ‘asyndetic list’ 
‘to describe how unloved this man 
is’ and ‘the endless and eternal 
loneliness that awaits Scrooge if he 
does not change…’. 

5.	Structurally, the candidate points 
out that Scrooge only truly links 
this man with himself when he 
sees ‘his own grave’ later showing 
understanding of the power of the 
gradual revelation and its impact on 
Scrooge’s transformation ‘because 
he desperately wants to avoid this 
fate’. 

2
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6.	The dramatic language used 
by Scrooge in response to his 
realisation that he is looking at his 
own grave offers scope for some 
developed and thoughtful analysis 
and the convincing assertion that 
‘He not only fears the idea of being 
“uncared for” in death, but he fears 
the idea that if he and the rest of 
society fail to support those in need, 
there will be consequences for 
people like Tiny Tim’. 

7.	The response then moves 
on to consider other factors 
which contribute to Scrooge’s 
transformation, such as the Ghost 
of Christmas Present through 
introducing the characters Ignorance 
and want and commanding Scrooge 
to “look down” at them. 

8.	The candidate neatly links this 
to social inequality and ‘society’s 
neglect of the poor’ through close 
analysis of the language used at this 
moment in the text. 

6

7

8



52 © OCR 2024

Exemplar candidate workGCSE English Literature J352/01 - Summer 2024

9.	Scrooge’s questioning of the 
ghost is perceptively paralleled to his 
questioning of the charity workers 
in Stave 1, as well as the ghost’s 
repetition of his words ‘to make him 
reflect on his attitude towards the 
poor’. The candidate argues that 
this ghost has already had ‘a big 
impact on him through his visit to 
the Cratchit family teaching him ‘the 
importance of not being ignorant’.

9
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