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ENGLISH HOMEWORK BOOKLET 

YEAR 7 – Shakespeare’s comedies  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear parents, carers and most importantly, students,  

Evidence shows that the impact of homework, on average, is five months' additional progress. Evidence also suggests that 

homework that relates to learning during normal school time is important. Therefore this booklet is separated into 

different sections as each helps to prepare for content covered in lessons across the half term and also reinforces past 

learning; both help to move your child’s knowledge into their more secure longer term memory. For more information 

please visit the Education Endowment Foundation webpage.  

✓ Each half term a new booklet will be published on Teams for you to access.  
✓ Every week, on a Monday, the homework is set and due by the Sunday of the same week.  
✓ There is a set of mastery and challenge tasks which are compulsory (you have to do them).  
✓ There is also an extension task which is optional (you can choose to do them).  
✓ There is also a set of revision tasks on page 1 which should be done from time to time throughout the half term.  
✓ If you get stuck, email your teacher or see them during the week at school for help.  
✓ We also have a homework club where staff are able to help you each week.  
✓ Please post your completed homework on Teams in your class group.  
✓ Remember to revise the literacy vocabulary lists each week as well. Get a parent or carer to test you.   
✓ Please dip into the recommended reading list for Ks3: challenge yourself to read a new author!  

Thank you for your support and effort! 
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Optional (but recommended) revision tasks 

Practice every these regularly to get the knowledge into your long-term memory for exam success.  

1.Revise key vocabulary weekly throughout spring term 2. Test yourself using homemade flashcards: we can provide card. Write the 

definition on one side and the word on the other. Separate into a pile you know and a pile you don’t. Test. Repeat over time: days and 

weeks. 

 

2. Read a book of your choice from start to finish: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-

for-year-7-pupils-ks2-age-11-12/  

Get a parent or carer to sign you have read it for positive points.  

3. Any week you can ‘switch’ the homework task and write a review of a book you have read from the above link. Your teachers love 

hearing about the books you read! 

 

*A hard copy of the texts these extracts were taken from, ‘Shakespeare’s World: Theatre and Entertainment’ by Kathy Elgin (ISBN: 

9781842345184) can be found in our school’s library.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-7-pupils-ks2-age-11-12/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-7-pupils-ks2-age-11-12/
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Week 1: The theatres  
 

Mastery – read the text on the next page called ‘Theatres’ and answer the questions below in full sentences:  

 

1. When were permanent theatres established in London?  

2. Where were they built?  

3. How were they shaped and what were they made from? 

4. Who were the groundlings?  

 

Extension – find out ten facts about your local theatre house. Write them in the space below.  
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Week 2: Elizabethan plays  
 

Mastery – read the text on the next page called ‘Elizabethan plays’ and answer the questions below in full sentences:  

 

1. What was fashionable to write about in plays during Shakespeare’s time?  

2. How did Shakespeare make his plays more interesting? 

3. What were comedies about?  

4. What made the audience feel patriotic?  

5. What does pastoral and monologue mean (use a dictionary for these definitions)? 

 

Extension: Write a monologue reflecting on your day so far.  
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Week 3: Stage, sets and costumes  
 

Mastery – read the text on the next page called ‘Stage, sets and costumes’ and answer the questions below in full sentences:  

 

1. What did the audience have to conjure up in their imagination? 

2. Why did Shakespeare have to include lots of description in his dialogue?  

3. What items could be used on stage?  

4. What were very expensive?  

5. What props might a king wear to discern himself on stage?  

 

Extension:  Design a costume for a character. Label your creative decisions which should focus on making the character easily 

recognisable to an audience (their status, gender, employment etc).  
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Week 4: The Actors   
 

Mastery – read the text on the next page called ‘The Actors’ and answer the questions below in full sentences:  

1. Where dd actors learn how to act?  

2. Who were the greatest tragic actors?  

3. What was William Kemp famous for doing?  

4. Who did Shakespeare favour for his comedy routines?  

5. Why did Queen Elizabeth get upset with Tarleton?  

 

Extension:  Who are your favourite actors? Write ten facts about their career below:  
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Week 5: Boy Actors    
 

Mastery – read the text on the next page called ‘Boy Actors’ and answer the questions below in full sentences:  

 

1. Why didn’t women act on stage?  

2. Having boys play women on stage gave the playwrights the chance to write funny plots where what happens?  

3. Which schools were invited to perform for the court?  

4. In ‘Twelfth Night’ which character plays a girl disguised as a boy?  

5. What did boy actors wear on stage?  

Extension:  When were females allowed to perform on stage? How did this change occur?  Research this and answer below 

in full sentences.  
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Week 6: On Tour  
 

Mastery – read the text on the next page called ‘On Tour’ and answer the questions below in full sentences:  

1. Why was the life of an actor hard work?  

2. What is a Troupe of players?  

3. Why were local authorities suspicious of actors?  

4. Who was Shakespeare often summoned to perform in front of?  

5. Which plays were performed at Oxford University?  

Extension: - Choose a play we have studied so far in this unit and design a theatre poster for it.  
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Week 7: Revise for your assessment 

Revise the answers to the questions in the box.  

Revise the meaning of the dialogue from ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ Act 5 scene 4  

 

 

What are the features of a Shakespearian comedy?  

What are the common characters found in 

Shakespeare’s comedy?  

How was Shakespeare influenced by society?  

What is iambic pentameter?  

What are the features of prosodics?  

What is a pun?  

What is a typical comedic ending?  

What is satire?  

What is repartee?  
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