Year 10 Jekyll and Hyde Homework: Exam
Practice

Your English homework should take 45 minutes each week. An important exam skill is knowing
how much you are capable of writing during a set time frame, so stick closely to the timings.

If you are unsure what to do for your homework, do your best to speak to your teacher about
it ahead of the due date. They will be able to advise you and give you some guidance on how
to get started.

Regular exam practice is one of the best ways to hone your writing skills and make progress
in English. Keep a record of your essays as they will be useful revision tools and provide a
record of the progress you are making over the course of your GCSE course!
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TASK 1:

Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 and then answer the question that follows.
In this extract, Mr Enfield is recalling the incident with Mr Hyde and the young girl.

| had taken a loathing to my gentleman at first sight. So had the child’s family,
which was only natural. But the doctor’s case was what struck me. He was the
usual cut-and-dry apothecary, of no particular age and colour, with a strong
Edinburgh accent, and about as emotional as a bagpipe. Well, sir, he was like the
rest of us; every time he looked at my prisoner, | saw that Sawbones turn sick
and white with the desire to kill him. | knew what was in his mind, just as he
knew what was in mine; and killing being out of the question, we did the next
best. We told the man we could and would make such a scandal out of this, as
should make his name stink from one end of London to the other. If he had any
friends or any credit, we undertook that he should lose them. And all the time, as
we were pitching it in red hot, we were keeping the women off him as best we
could, for they were as wild as harpies. | never saw a circle of such hateful faces;
and there was the man in the middle, with a kind of black, sneering coolness—
frightened too, | could see that—but carrying it off, sir, really like Satan.

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Mr Hyde as an unnatural creature?

Write about:
e How Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as an unnatural creature in this extract.

e How Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as an unnatural creature in the novel as a whole.
[40 marks]



TASK 2

Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from Chapter 7 and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield are on another walk when they enter Dr Jekyll’s
courtyard to have a friendly conversation with him.

The court was very cool and a little damp, and full of premature twilight, although the
sky, high up overhead, was still bright with sunset. The middle one of the three windows
was half-way open; and sitting close beside it, taking the air with an infinite sadness of
mien, like some disconsolate prisoner, Utterson saw Dr. Jekyll.

“What! Jekyll!” he cried. “I trust you are better.”

“l am very low, Utterson,” replied the doctor, drearily, “very low. It will not last long,
thank God.”

“You stay too much indoors,” said the lawyer. “You should be out, whipping up the
circulation like Mr. Enfield and me. (This is my cousin—Mr. Enfield—Dr. Jekyll.) Come,
now; get your hat and take a quick turn with us.”

“You are very good,” sighed the other. “I should like to very much; but no, no, no, it is
quite impossible; | dare not. But indeed, Utterson, | am very glad to see you; this is really
a great pleasure; | would ask you and Mr. Enfield up, but the place is really not fit.”

“Why then,” said the lawyer, good-naturedly, “the best thing we can do is to stay down
here and speak with you from where we are.”

“That is just what | was about to venture to propose,” returned the doctor with a smile.
But the words were hardly uttered, before the smile was struck out of his face and
succeeded by an expression of such abject terror and despair, as froze the very blood of
the two gentlemen below. They saw it but for a glimpse, for the window was instantly
thrust down; but that glimpse had been sufficient, and they turned and left the court
without a word. In silence, too, they traversed the by-street; and it was not until they had
come into a neighbouring thoroughfare, where even upon a Sunday there were still some
stirrings of life, that Mr. Utterson at last turned and looked at his companion. They were
both pale; and there was an answering horror in their eyes.

»

“God forgive us, God forgive us,” said Mr. Utterson.

But Mr. Enfield only nodded his head very seriously and walked on once more in silence.

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson create a sense of mystery in the text?

Write about:
e How Stevenson creates a sense of mystery in this extract.

e How Stevenson creates a sense of mystery in the novel as a whole.
[40 marks]




TASK 3

Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from Chapter 6 and then answer the question that follows.
In this extract, Mr Hyde is taking the potion to transform back into Dr Jekyll. Dr Lanyon
witnesses this transformation.

“And now,” said he, “to settle what remains. Will you be wise? will you be guided? will you suffer me to
take this glass in my hand and to go forth from your house without further parley? or has the greed of
curiosity too much command of you? Think before you answer, for it shall be done as you decide. As you
decide, you shall be left as you were before, and neither richer nor wiser, unless the sense of service
rendered to a man in mortal distress may be counted as a kind of riches of the soul. Or, if you shall so
prefer to choose, a new province of knowledge and new avenues to fame and power shall be laid open to
you, here, in this room, upon the instant; and your sight shall be blasted by a prodigy to stagger the
unbelief of Satan.”

“Sir,” said I, affecting a coolness that | was far from truly possessing,” you speak enigmas, and you will
perhaps not wonder that | hear you with no very strong impression of belief. But | have gone too far in the
way of inexplicable services to pause before | see the end.”

“It is well,” replied my visitor. “Lanyon, you remember your vows: what follows is under the seal of our
profession. And now, you who have so long been bound to the most narrow and material views, you who
have denied the virtue of transcendental medicine, you who have derided your superiors — behold!”

He put the glass to his lips and drank at one gulp. A cry followed; he reeled, staggered, clutched at the
table and held on, staring with injected eyes, gasping with open mouth; and as | looked there came, |
thought, a change — he seemed to swell — his face became suddenly black and the features seemed to
melt and alter — and the next moment, | had sprung to my feet and leaped back against the wall, my arm
raised to shield me from that prodigy, my mind submerged in terror.

“O God!” | screamed, and “O God!” again and again; for there before my eyes — pale and shaken, and
half-fainting, and groping before him with his hands, like a man restored from death — there stood Henry
Jekyll!

What he told me in the next hour, | cannot bring my mind to set on paper. | saw what | saw, | heard what |
heard, and my soul sickened at it; and yet now when that sight has faded from my eyes, | ask myself if |
believe it, and | cannot answer. My life is shaken to its roots; sleep has left me; the deadliest terror sits by
me at all hours of the day and night; | feel that my days are numbered, and that | must die; and yet | shall
die incredulous.

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present the dangers of science in the text?

Write about:
e How Stevenson presents science as dangerous in this extract.
e How Stevenson presents the dangerous consequences of science in the novel as a

whole.
[40 marks]




TASK 4:

Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from Chapter 6 and then answer the question that follows.
In this extract, Mr Hyde is taking the potion to transform back into Dr Jekyll. Dr Lanyon
witnesses this transformation.

“And now,” said he, “to settle what remains. Will you be wise? will you be guided? will you suffer me to
take this glass in my hand and to go forth from your house without further parley? or has the greed of
curiosity too much command of you? Think before you answer, for it shall be done as you decide. As you
decide, you shall be left as you were before, and neither richer nor wiser, unless the sense of service
rendered to a man in mortal distress may be counted as a kind of riches of the soul. Or, if you shall so
prefer to choose, a new province of knowledge and new avenues to fame and power shall be laid open to
you, here, in this room, upon the instant; and your sight shall be blasted by a prodigy to stagger the
unbelief of Satan.”

“Sir,” said |, affecting a coolness that | was far from truly possessing,” you speak enigmas, and you will
perhaps not wonder that | hear you with no very strong impression of belief. But | have gone too far in the
way of inexplicable services to pause before | see the end.”

“It is well,” replied my visitor. “Lanyon, you remember your vows: what follows is under the seal of our
profession. And now, you who have so long been bound to the most narrow and material views, you who
have denied the virtue of transcendental medicine, you who have derided your superiors — behold!”

He put the glass to his lips and drank at one gulp. A cry followed; he reeled, staggered, clutched at the
table and held on, staring with injected eyes, gasping with open mouth; and as | looked there came, |
thought, a change — he seemed to swell — his face became suddenly black and the features seemed to
melt and alter — and the next moment, | had sprung to my feet and leaped back against the wall, my arm
raised to shield me from that prodigy, my mind submerged in terror.

“O God!” | screamed, and “O God!” again and again; for there before my eyes — pale and shaken, and
half-fainting, and groping before him with his hands, like a man restored from death — there stood Henry
Jekyll!

What he told me in the next hour, | cannot bring my mind to set on paper. | saw what | saw, | heard what |
heard, and my soul sickened at it; and yet now when that sight has faded from my eyes, | ask myself if |
believe it, and | cannot answer. My life is shaken to its roots; sleep has left me; the deadliest terror sits by

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present the dangers of science in the text?

Write about:
e How Stevenson presents science as dangerous in this extract.

e How Stevenson presents the dangerous consequences of science in the novel as a
whole.
[40 marks]




TASK 5

Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from Chapter 10 and then answer the question that follows.
In this extract, Dr Jekyll is confessing how it felt to kill Sir Danvers and what is was like
being both Jekyll and Hyde.

Instantly the spirit of hell awoke in me and raged. With a transport of glee, | mauled
the unresisting body, tasting delight from every blow; and it was not till weariness
had begun to succeed, that | was suddenly, in the top fit of my delirium, struck
through the heart by a cold thrill of terror. A mist dispersed; | saw my life to be
forfeit; and fled from the scene of these excesses, at once glorying and trembling, my
lust of evil gratified and stimulated, my love of life screwed to the topmost peg. | ran
to the house in Soho, and (to make assurance doubly sure) destroyed my papers;
thence | set out through the lamplit streets, in the same divided ecstasy of mind,
gloating on my crime, light-headedly devising others in the future, and yet still
hastening and still hearkening in my wake for the steps of the avenger. Hyde had a
song upon his lips as he compounded the draught, and as he drank it, pledged the
dead man. The pangs of transformation had not done tearing him, before Henry
Jekyll, with streaming tears of gratitude and remorse, had fallen upon his knees and
lifted his clasped hands to God. The veil of self-indulgence was rent from head to
foot, | saw my life as a whole: | followed it up from the days of childhood, when |
had walked with my father’s hand, and through the self-denying toils of my
professional life, to arrive again and again, with the same sense of unreality, at the
damned horrors of the evening. | could have screamed aloud; | sought with tears
and prayers to smother down the crowd of hideous images and sounds with which
my memory swarmed against me; and still, between the petitions, the ugly face of
my iniquity stared into my soul. As the acuteness of this remorse began to die away,
it was succeeded by a sense of joy. The problem of my conduct was solved. Hyde
was thenceforth impossible; whether | would or not, | was now confined to the better
part of my existence; and oh, how | rejoiced to think it! with what willing humility, |
embraced anew the restrictions of natural life! with what sincere renunciation, |
locked the door by which | had so often gone and come, and ground the key under
my heel!

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present duality in the text?

Write about:
e How Stevenson presents duality in this extract.

e How Stevenson presents duality in the novel as a whole.
[40 marks]



TASK 6

Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from Chapter 8 and then answer the question that follows.
In this extract, Poole and Mr Utterson have headed to Dr Jekyll’s house and find the staff
very unnerved.

It was a wild, cold, seasonable night of March, with a pale moon, lying on her back as
though the wind had tilted her, and a flying wrack of the most diaphanous and lawny
texture. The wind made talking difficult, and flecked the blood into the face. It seemed to
have swept the streets unusually bare of passengers, besides; for Mr. Utterson thought he
had never seen that part of London so deserted. He could have wished it otherwise; never
in his life had he been conscious of so sharp a wish to see and touch his fellow-creatures;
for struggle as he might, there was borne in upon his mind a crushing anticipation of
calamity. The square, when they got there, was all full of wind and dust, and the thin trees
in the garden were lashing themselves along the railing. Poole, who had kept all the way a
pace or two ahead, now pulled up in the middle of the pavement, and in spite of the biting
weather, took off his hat and mopped his brow with a red pocket-handkerchief. But for all
the hurry of his cowing, these were not the dews of exertion that he wiped away, but the
moisture of some strangling anguish; for his face was white and his voice, when he spoke,
harsh and broken.

“Well, sir,” he said, “here we are, and God grant there be nothing wrong.”
“Amen, Poole,” said the lawyer.

Thereupon the servant knocked in a very guarded manner; the door was opened on the
chain; and a voice asked from within, “Is that you, Poole?”

“It’s all right,” said Poole. “Open the door.” The hall, when they entered it, was brightly
lighted up; the fire was built high; and about the hearth the whole of the servants, men and
women, stood huddled together like a flock of sheep. At the sight of Mr. Utterson, the
housemaid broke into hysterical whimpering; and the cook, crying out, “Bless God! it’s Mr.
Utterson,” ran forward as if to take him in her arms.

“What, what? Are you all here?” said the lawyer peevishly. “Very irregular, very
unseemly; your master would be far from pleased.”

“They’re all afraid,” said Poole.

Blank silence followed, no one protesting; only the maid lifted up her voice and now wept
loudly.

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present fear in the text?

Write about:
e How Stevenson presents fear in this extract.

e How Stevenson presents fear in the novel as a whole.
[40 marks]




